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Military History Anniversaries 1 thru 15 May 
 

Events in History over the next 15 day period that had U.S. military involvement or 

impacted in some way on U.S military operations or American interests 

   

 May 01 1778 – American Revolution:   The Battle of Crooked Billet begins in Hatboro, Pennsylvania 

»    On 1 JAN John Lacey was appointed brigadier-general and given command of a large body of 

militia with the aim of interrupting British supply lines, especially those reaching Philadelphia. Crooked 

Billet was the Headquarters of Lacey, and became the target of the British commander in Philadelphia, 

Gen. William Howe. Lacey had been charged with patrolling the area north of Philadelphia, between 

the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers, with responsibility for warning Valley Forge of attacks, checking 

British foraging raids, and preventing local trade with the British. Most of the enlistments of the few 

troops he had were due to expire shortly. Promised, and desperately needed, reinforcements were slow 

arriving or simply not coming. 
 

     The British dispatched a joint force of British troops and Hessians on 30 APR and they surprised 

the American forces whose commander was still in bed. The British had surprised the Americans and 

attempted to cut them off with a "pincer" type movement. Bands of Loyalists and British horsemen 

grew increasingly bold, and their raids into Lacey's sector were becoming more frequent. 
 

     On 1 MAY, during the morning, Lacey found his camp near the Crooked Billet Tavern virtually 

surrounded by the British. Though outnumbered, Lacey rallied his troops during the initial attack and 

was able to withdraw to a nearby wooded area and make a stand. After repulsing a cavalry charge, he 

decided to continue moving, and had his troops withdraw further. Skirmishing continued for some 2 

miles before his troops turned to the left, broke free and made a move back towards the Billet. At this 

point, the British broke off, withdrawing towards Philadelphia. The Americans were soon routed and 

forced to retreat into Warwick and they lost all their supplies and equipments at their bivouc site. 
 

     What Lacey's troops found on their return to the field was a scene of carnage. Bodies of their fallen 

comrades bayoneted and cutlassed beyond need, and others who had been covered in straw and set 

afire. Judging from their posture, it appeared that some of these victims were still alive when set on 

fire. Later, depositions were taken from persons who witnessed British troopers brag of bayoneting 

militiamen after accepting their surrender and of throwing wounded militiamen into fires of buckwheat 

straw.  As a result of this engagement, the American forces lost ten wagons full of much-needed 

supplies, and Lacey had almost 20% of his force killed, wounded or taken prisoner. 
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 May 01 1813 – War of 1812:   Siege of Fort Meigs   »   Major General Harrison built Fort Meigs on 

the rapids of the Maumee River in Ohio on February 2 1813. It became the center of American activity 

in the region. The fort was well built. For the British, the fort was a major obstacle to further advances 

in the region.  
 

 
Major Generals Proctor and Harrison 

 

      In late April 1813 the British, under command of Major General Henry Proctor, arrived to begin a 

siege of Fort Meigs under the command of General William Henry Harrison. Traveling down from Fort 

Malden, Upper Canada, the British made camp in the ruins of old Fort Miamis on the north side of the 

Maumee River.  Harrison exhorted his men to withstand the coming siege by saying: "Can the citizens 

of a free country think of submitting to an army composed of mercenary soldiers, reluctant Canadians, 

goaded to the field by the bayonet and wretched, naked savages." 
 

     On the morning of 1 MAY, British artillery opened fire on the American installation. General 

Harrison was in the fort when the siege began. The British demanded that the Americans surrender. 

Even though he was outnumbered 4 to 1 Harrison refused. The bombardment carried on for five days. 

Much to their surprise their cannon balls had no effect on the fort, which was surrounded, by dirt 

mounds. The Americans within the fort held on until reinforcements, in the form of 1,200 Kentucky 

militia, arrived along the Maumee.  
 

     These reinforcements fought several engagements on both sides of the river. May 5 the bloodiest 

day of the siege. During the course of the fighting, nearly 600 men were lost to a combined force of 

British regulars, Canadian militia, and Native American warriors. Despite this major loss to the 

Americans however, many Native Americans lost interest in the siege. After a few more days the British 

and their Native allies were forced to withdraw on 9 MAY, leaving the Americans with a victory. The 

British and their allies would not return to Fort Meigs again for close to two months. 
 

     In July 1813, the British and Native Americans attempted a second siege of the fort. Instead of an 

artillery barrage, this attempt used subterfuge. Hiding outside of the fort in the nearby woods, Natives, 

under the leadership of Tecumseh, staged a mock battle. This included the firing of muskets, war cries, 

and other sounds of struggle. The intent was to fool the Americans into leaving the fort and draw them 

into an ambush. Instead, the American army fortified itself in the fort and did not leave. Eventually a 

strong thunderstorm moved into the area and forced the British and Native Americans to again 

withdraw. With two victories now, the Americans were prepared for a counter-attack.  
 

     Fort Meigs was torn down shortly after the second siege and was rebuilt on a smaller scale. Instead 

of a full fort it would stand as a supply depot till the end of the war. With this second fort built, the 
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American army marched north towards Canada, leaving 100 Ohio militiamen behind to guard it. This 

supply depot stood till the end of the war, and was then abandoned by the American army. Sometime 

after the war it burned to the ground under mysterious circumstances. The fort, after having its property 

change hands several times, was eventually reconstructed in the 1970s, rebuilt again in the early 2000s, 

and stands now to educate the public about an America from 200 years ago. 

 

 May 01 1862 - Civil War:  The Union Army completes the Capture of New Orleans.  

 

 May 01 1863 – Civil War:  Battle of Chancellorsville begins   »   First day of the seven day battle. 

Earlier in the year, General Joseph Hooker led the Army of the Potomac into Virginia to confront Robert 

E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Hooker had recently replaced Ambrose Burnside, who presided 

over the Army of the Potomac for one calamitous campaign the previous December: the Battle of 

Fredericksburg. At that conflict, the Yankees amassed over 14,000 casualties while the Rebels suffered 

some 5,000 casualties. 

 

 
Confederate dead behind the stone wall of Marye's Heights, Fredericksburg, Virginia, killed during  

the Chancellorsville Campaign 

 

     After spending the spring retooling his army and boosting their sinking morale, Hooker advanced 

toward the Confederate army, possessing perhaps the greatest advantage over Lee that any Union 

commander had during the war. His force numbered some 115,000 men, while Lee had just 60,000 

troops present for service. Absent from the Confederate army were two divisions under General James 

Longstreet, which were performing detached service in southern Virginia. 
 

     Hooker had a strategically sound plan. He intended to avoid the Confederate trenches that protected 

a long stretch of the Rappahannock River around Fredericksburg. Placing two-thirds of his forces in 

front of Fredericksburg to feign a frontal assault and keep the Confederates occupied, he marched the 

rest of his army up the river, crossed the Rappahannock, and began to move behind Lee’s army. The 

well-executed plan placed the Army of Northern Virginia in grave danger. 
 

     But Lee’s tactical brilliance and gambler’s intuition saved him. He split his force, leaving 10,000 

troops under Jubal Early to hold the Federals at bay in Fredericksburg, and then marched the rest of his 

army west to meet the bulk of Hooker’s force. Conflict erupted on May 1 when the two armies met in 

an open area beyond the Wilderness, the tangled forest just west of the tiny burgh of Chancellorsville. 

Surprisingly, Hooker ordered his forces to fall back into defensive positions after only limited combat, 
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effectively giving the initiative to Lee. Despite the fact that his army far outnumbered Lee’s, and had 

the Confederates clamped between two substantial forces, Hooker went on the defensive.  
 

     In the following days, Lee executed his most daring battle plan. He split his army again, sending 

Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson further west around the Union’s right flank. The crushing attack 

snapped the Union army and sent Hooker in retreat to Washington, D.C., and, perhaps more than any 

other event during the war, cemented Lee’s invincibility in the eyes of both sides. Casualties and losses: 

US 17,197 - CSA 13,303. 

 

 May 01 1898 – Spanish*American War:  Battle of Manila Bay   »   At Manila Bay in the Philippines, 

the U.S. Asiatic Squadron destroys the Spanish Pacific fleet in the first battle of the Spanish-American 

War. Nearly 400 Spanish sailors were killed and 10 Spanish warships wrecked or captured at the cost 

of only six Americans wounded. 
 

 
 

     The Spanish-American War had its origins in the rebellion against Spanish rule that began in Cuba 

in 1895. The repressive measures that Spain took to suppress the guerrilla war, such as herding Cuba’s 

rural population into disease-ridden garrison towns, were graphically portrayed in U.S. newspapers and 

enflamed public opinion. In January 1898, violence in Havana led U.S. authorities to order the 

battleship USS Maine to the city’s port to protect American citizens. On 15 FEB a massive explosion 

of unknown origin sank the Maine in the Havana harbor, killing 260 of the 400 American crewmembers 

aboard. An official U.S. Naval Court of Inquiry ruled in March, without much evidence, that the ship 

was blown up by a mine but did not directly place the blame on Spain. Much of Congress and a majority 

of the American public expressed little doubt that Spain was responsible, however, and called for a 

declaration of war. 
 

     In April, the U.S. Congress prepared for war, adopting joint congressional resolutions demanding a 

Spanish withdrawal from Cuba and authorizing President William McKinley to use force. On 23 APR, 

President McKinley asked for 125,000 volunteers to fight against Spain. The next day, Spain issued a 

declaration of war. The United States declared war on 25 APR. U.S. Commodore George Dewey, in 

command of the seven-warship U.S. Asiatic Squadron anchored north of Hong Kong, was ordered to 

“capture or destroy” the Spanish Pacific fleet, which was known to be in the coastal waters of the 

Spanish-controlled Philippines. 
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     On 30 APR, Dewey’s lookouts caught sight of Luzon, the main Philippine island. That night, under 

cover of darkness and with the lights aboard the U.S. warships extinguished, the squadron slipped by 

the defensive guns of Corregidor Island and into Manila Bay. After dawn rose, the Americans located 

the Spanish fleet: 10 out-of-date warships anchored off the Cavite naval station. The U.S. fleet, in 

comparison, was well armed and well-staffed, largely due to the efforts of the energetic assistant 

secretary of the navy, Theodore Roosevelt, who had also selected Dewey for the command of the 

Asiatic Squadron. 
 

     At 5:41 a.m., at a range of 5,400 yards from the enemy, Commodore Dewey turned to the captain 

of his flagship, the Olympia, and said, “You may fire when ready, Gridley.” Two hours later, the 

Spanish fleet was decimated, and Dewey ordered a pause in the fighting. He met with his captains and 

ordered the crews a second breakfast. The four surviving Spanish vessels, trapped in the little harbor at 

Cavite, refused to surrender, and at 11:15 a.m. fighting resumed. At 12:30 p.m., a signal was sent from 

the gunboat USS Petrel to Dewey’s flagship: “The enemy has surrendered.” 
 

     Dewey’s decisive victory cleared the way for the U.S. occupation of Manila in August and the 

eventual transfer of the Philippines from Spanish to American control. In Cuba, Spanish forces likewise 

crumbled in the face of superior U.S. forces, and on 12 AUG an armistice was signed between Spain 

and the United States. In December, the Treaty of Paris officially ended the brief Spanish-American 

War. The once-proud Spanish empire was virtually dissolved, and the United States gained its first 

overseas empire. Puerto Rico and Guam were ceded to the United States, the Philippines were bought 

for $20 million, and Cuba became a U.S. protectorate. Philippine insurgents who fought against Spanish 

rule during the war immediately turned their guns against the new occupiers, and 10 times more U.S. 

troops died suppressing the Philippines than in defeating Spain. 

 

 May 01 1915 – WW2:  International Congress of Women adopts resolutions   »   In The Hague, 

Netherlands, the International Congress of Women adopts its resolutions on peace and women’s 

suffrage before adjourning. 
 

     The congress, also referred to as the Women’s Peace Conference, was the result of an invitation by 

a Dutch women’s suffrage organization to women’s rights activists around the world to gather in 

peaceful assemblage during one of the most divisive and intense international conflicts in history: 

World War I. It included more than 1,200 delegates from 12 countries—including Britain, Germany, 

Austria-Hungary, Italy, Poland, Belgium and the United States. 
 

     Starting with two basic assertions—that international disputes should be handled by pacific means 

and that women should have the right to exercise their own vote in government—the International 

Congress of Women called for a process of continuous mediation to be implemented, without armistice, 

until peace could be restored among the warring nations. By continuous mediation, the delegates meant 

that a conference of neutral nations should be convened that would invite suggestions for settlement 

from each of the belligerent nations and submit to all of them simultaneously, reasonable proposals as 

a basis of peace. Their resolutions, announced at the close of the congress on 1 MAY, endorsed 

measures designed for international cooperation, including an international court and a so-called 

Society of Nations, general disarmament and national self-determination. The delegates included a 

specific call for women to be given the vote: Since the combined influence of the women of all countries 

is one of the strongest forces for the prevention of war, and since women can only have full 
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responsibility and effective influence when they have equal political rights with men, this International 

Congress of Women demands their political enfranchisement. 
 

     The congress founded the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), an 

organization that still exists today. The first president of the WILPF was Jane Addams, the leader of 

the American delegation to the congress and the co-founder of the Chicago social service organization 

Hull House. Addams and other delegates met with U.S. President Woodrow Wilson during the summer 

of 1915, knowing that the success of their plan depended to a great extent on the president’s agreement 

to initiate and lead mediation between the hostile nations of Europe. Though Wilson was sympathetic 

to the proposals of the congress, he eventually moved away from the principles of mediation and 

towards military preparedness (and eventual U.S. entrance into the war in April 1917). 
 

     Printed in English, French and German, the resolutions of the International Congress of Women 

were distributed to European heads of state in early May 1915. The congress also determined that a 

delegation of women would be sent to meet with representatives of the belligerent governments to plead 

the cause of continuous mediation. To that end, 30 delegates toured Europe between May and June 

1915; though its arguments did little to sway the leaders of the warring nations, the proposals introduced 

by the congress are still used today as guidelines for many diplomatic negotiations between hostile 

nations. 

 

 May 01 1945 – WW2:  Start of Operation Chowhound   »   In February, 1945, 3.5 million Dutch 

civilians in German-occupied Holland, in cities such as Amsterdam, Rotterdam and The Hague, were 

facing starvation after the Nazis had cut food and power, creating Holland’s ‘Hunger Winter’ of 1944-

45. This was the setting for the USAAF’s most risky, most glorious, yet most unsung bomber operation 

of WWII, relying on the Nazis not firing on hundreds of B-17s flying food drops at just 300 feet. 
 

 
 

     Holland’s queen, Wilhelmina, in exile in England, implored the British and American governments 

to help her starving people. She received a favorable hearing from America’s president, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, whose Dutch ancestors had settled in New York in the 17th century. Roosevelt even told 

the queen’s daughter Princess Juliana that he considered himself Dutch. Still, as 1945 unfolded, Holland 

continued to starve and the Allies did nothing. In Holland, Nazi governor Arthur Seyss-Inquart decided 

to save himself. With war’s end looming, to avoid a war crimes trial he conceived a good deed. The 

German counter-espionage service in Holland had penetrated the Dutch Resistance, and Seyss-Inquart 

called in startled Resistance leaders, proposing to secretly allow the Allies to feed the Dutch, behind 

Adolf Hitler’s back and against his orders. 
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     A month before Roosevelt died on 12 APR the President assured Queen Wilhelmina that he’d 

instructed General Eisenhower to get food relief to the Dutch. But no such order was received at 

Eisenhower’s headquarters by April 17, when Ike’s chief of staff General Walter Bedell Smith called 

in British air commodore Andrew Geddes, instructing him to devise a plan to feed the Dutch from the 

air. With insufficient transport aircraft or parachutes, Geddes allocated hundreds of American B-17 and 

British Lancaster heavy bombers, flying at 300 feet and opening their bomb bays to let rations tumble 

out. In less than two weeks, Geddes pulled together history’s greatest airborne mercy mission to that 

date. A mission Geddes would rate ‘as historically important as D-Day.’ 
 

     Secret meetings between senior Allied and German officers at Achterveld agreed that the 120,000 

German troops in Holland wouldn’t fire on Allied bombers flying low along prescribed air corridors, 

and on April 29 two ‘guinea pig’ bombers dropped food outside The Hague, without incident. That 

afternoon, 240 more food bombers flew to six Dutch targets. Still, German guns held their fire. On May 

1, 394 American B-17s commenced their food drop campaign, under the codename Operation 

Chowhound. Under the codename Operation Manna, Lancasters flown by Britons, Canadians and 

Australians followed. Ten bomb groups of the US Third Air Division flew 2,268 sorties beginning 1 

MAY delivering a total of 4000 tons.  Four hundred B-17 Flying Fortress bombers of the United States 

Army Air Forces dropped 800 tons of K-rations during 1–3 May on Amsterdam Schiphol Airport. 

 

 May 01 1945 - WW2:  Joseph Goebbels suicide   »   Goebbels and his wife Magda commit suicide in 

the Reich Garden outside the Führerbunker. Their children are murdered by their mother by having 

cyanide pills inserted into their mouths. 
 

 
The Goebbels family in 1942 

 

In late April 1945, the Soviet Red Army entered Berlin, and the Goebbels family moved into the 

Vorbunker, connected to the lower Führerbunker under the Reich Chancellery garden.  Hitler and Eva 

Braun committed suicide on the afternoon of 30 APR. On the following day of, Magda and Joseph 

Goebbels arranged for an SS dentist, Helmut Kunz, to inject his six children with morphine so that 

when they were unconscious, an ampule of cyanide could be then crushed in each of their mouths. Kunz 

later stated he gave the children morphine injections, but it was Magda and SS-Obersturmbannführer 

Ludwig Stumpfegger, Hitler's personal doctor, who allegedly administered the cyanide. 

 

After their children were dead, Magda and Joseph Goebbels walked up to the garden of the Chancellery, 

where they committed suicide. There are several different accounts of this event. One account was that 

they each bit on a cyanide ampule near where Hitler had been buried, and were given a coup de grâce 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_146-1978-086-03,_Joseph_Goebbels_mit_Familie.jpg
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immediately afterwards. Goebbels' SS adjutant Günther Schwägermann testified in 1948 that they 

walked ahead of him up the stairs and out into the Chancellery garden. He waited in the stairwell and 

heard the shots sound. Schwägermann then walked up the remaining stairs and, once outside, saw their 

lifeless bodies. Following Goebbels' prior order, Schwägermann had an SS soldier fire several shots 

into Goebbels' body, which did not move. The bodies were then doused with petrol, but the remains 

were only partially burned and not buried.   

 

The charred corpses were found on the afternoon of 2 May 1945 by Soviet troops. The children were 

found in the Vorbunker dressed in their nightclothes, with ribbons tied in the girls' hair. The remains of 

the Goebbels' family, Hitler, Eva Braun, General Hans Krebs, and Hitler's dogs were repeatedly buried 

and exhumed. The last burial was at the SMERSH facility in Magdeburg on 21 February 1946. In 1970, 

KGB director Yuri Andropov authorized an operation to destroy the remains. On 4 April 1970, a Soviet 

KGB team used detailed burial charts to exhume five wooden boxes at the Magdeburg facility. The 

remains from the boxes were burned, crushed, and scattered into the Biederitz river, a tributary of the 

nearby Elbe. 

 

 May 01 1960 – Cold War:  American U-2 spy plane shot down   »    An U-2 spy plane is shot down 

while conducting espionage over the Soviet Union. The incident derailed an important summit meeting 

between President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev that was scheduled for 

later that month. 
 

     The U-2 spy plane was the brainchild of the Central Intelligence Agency, and it was a sophisticated 

technological marvel. Traveling at altitudes of up to 70,000 feet, the aircraft was equipped with state-

of-the-art photography equipment that could, the CIA boasted, take high-resolution pictures of 

headlines in Russian newspapers as it flew overhead. Flights over the Soviet Union began in mid-1956. 

The CIA assured President Eisenhower that the Soviets did not possess anti-aircraft weapons 

sophisticated enough to shoot down the high-altitude planes. 
 

  
 

     On May 1, 1960, a U-2 flight piloted by Francis Gary Powers disappeared while on a flight over 

Russia. The CIA reassured the president that, even if the plane had been shot down, it was equipped 

with self-destruct mechanisms that would render any wreckage unrecognizable and the pilot was 

instructed to kill himself in such a situation. Based on this information, the U.S. government issued a 

cover statement indicating that a weather plane had veered off course and supposedly crashed 

somewhere in the Soviet Union. With no small degree of pleasure, Khrushchev pulled off one of the 

most dramatic moments of the Cold War by producing not only the mostly-intact wreckage of the U-2, 

but also the captured pilot-very much alive. A chagrined Eisenhower had to publicly admit that it was 

indeed a U.S. spy plane. 
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     On 16 MAY, a major summit between the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and France 

began in Paris. Issues to be discussed included the status of Berlin and nuclear arms control. As the 

meeting opened, Khrushchev launched into a tirade against the United States and Eisenhower and then 

stormed out of the summit. The meeting collapsed immediately and the summit was called off. 

Eisenhower considered the “stupid U-2 mess” one of the worst debacles of his presidency. The pilot, 

Francis Gary Powers, was released in 1962 in exchange for a captured Soviet spy. 

 

 May 01 1969 – Vietnam War:  Senator criticizes Nixon’s handling of the war   »    In a speech on the 

floor of the Senate, George Aiken (R-VT), senior member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

urges the Nixon administration to begin an immediate “orderly withdrawal” of U.S. forces from South 

Vietnam. Aiken said, “It should be started without delay.” The speech was widely regarded as the end 

of the self-imposed moratorium on criticism that senators had been following since the Nixon 

administration took office. 

 
 

     Nixon responded on several occasions that ending the Vietnam War was his “first priority.” His first 

public act in response to the mounting criticism was to announce in June 1969 that he would begin an 

immediate withdrawal of 25,000 troops from South Vietnam with additional withdrawals to follow at 

specified intervals. In order to do this, he instituted his “Vietnamization” program, which was designed 

to increase the combat capability of the South Vietnamese forces so they could eventually assume 

responsibility for the entire war effort. 

 

 May 01 1972 – Vietnam War:  North Vietnamese troops capture Quang Tri   »   The first provincial 

capital taken during their ongoing offensive.  In this First Battle of Quan Tri On ARVN General Giai 

decided that any further defense of the city was pointless and that the ARVN should withdraw to a 

defensive line along the My Chanh River. As the 3rd Division headquarters departed the city in an 

armored convoy, the U.S. advisors remained in the Quảng Trị Citadel, however the command element 

finding Highway 1 blocked by refugees and PAVN ambushes soon returned to the Citadel and 

requested helicopter evacuation. By late afternoon USAF helicopters from the 37th Aerospace Rescue 

and Recovery Squadron and Army helicopters evacuated all remaining forces in the Citade. By 2 MAY 

all of Quảng Trị Province had fallen to the PAVN and they were threatening Huế 
 

     The fall of the city effectively gave the communists control of the entire province of Quang Tri. As 

the North Vietnamese prepared to continue their attack to the south, 80 percent of Hue’s population–

already swollen by 300,000 refugees–fled to Da Nang to get out of the way. Farther south along the 

coast, three districts of Binh Dinh Province also fell, leaving about one-third of the province under 

communist control. 
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     These attacks were part of the North Vietnamese Nguyen Hue Offensive (later called the “Easter 

Offensive”), a massive invasion by North Vietnamese forces designed to strike the blow that would 

win them the war. The attacking force included 14 infantry divisions and 26 separate regiments, with 

more than 120,000 troops and approximately 1,200 tanks and other armored vehicles. The main North 

Vietnamese objectives, in addition to Quang Tri in the north, were Kontum in the Central Highlands, 

and An Loc farther to the south. 
 

     Initially, the South Vietnamese defenders were almost overwhelmed, particularly in the 

northernmost provinces, where they abandoned their positions in Quang Tri. At Kontum and An Loc, 

the South Vietnamese were more successful in defending against the attacks, but only after weeks of 

bitter fighting. Although the defenders suffered heavy casualties, they managed to hold their own with 

the aid of U.S. advisers and American airpower. Fighting continued all over South Vietnam into the 

summer months, but eventually the South Vietnamese forces prevailed against the invaders, retaking 

Quang Tri in September. With the communist invasion blunted, President Nixon declared that the South 

Vietnamese victory proved the viability of his Vietnamization program, which he had instituted in 1969 

to increase the combat capability of the South Vietnamese armed forces so U.S. troops could be 

withdrawn. 

 

 May 01 2003 – 2003 invasion of Iraq:  Mission Accomplished speech   »    On board the USS Abraham 

Lincoln carrier (off the coast of California), U.S. President George W. Bush declares that "major 

combat operations in Iraq have ended". The so-called Mission Accomplished speech was a televised 

address. The name became central in the controversy that followed. 

 
 

     Although Bush stated at the time "Our mission continues" and "We have difficult work to do in 

Iraq," he also stated that it was the end to major combat operations in Iraq. Bush never uttered the 

phrase "Mission Accomplished". A banner stating "Mission Accomplished" was used as a backdrop to 

the speech. Bush's assertion—and the sign itself—became controversial after guerrilla warfare in Iraq 

increased during the Iraqi insurgency. The vast majority of casualties, both military and civilian, 

occurred after the speech. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

    

 May 02 1863 – Civil War:  Confederates deliver blow to Union at Chancellorsville   »   Confederate 

General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson administers a devastating defeat to the Army of the Potomac at 

the Battle of Chancellorsville, Virginia. In one of the most stunning upsets of the war, a vastly 
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outnumbered Army of Northern Virginia sent the Army of the Potomac, commanded by General Joseph 

Hooker, back to Washington, D.C., in defeat. 
 

 
 

     Hooker, who headed for Robert E. Lee’s Confederate army confident and numerically superior, had 

sent part of his force to meet Lee’s troops at Fredericksburg, Virginia, the day before, while the rest 

swung west to approach Lee from the rear. Meanwhile, Lee had left part of his army at Fredericksburg 

and had taken the rest of his troops to confront Hooker near Chancellorsville. When the armies collided 

on May 1, Hooker withdrew into a defensive posture. 
 

     Sensing Hooker’s trepidation, Lee sent Jackson along with 28,000 troops on a swift, 14-mile march 

around the Union right flank. Splitting his army into three parts in the face of the mighty Army of the 

Potomac was a bold move, but it paid huge dividends for the Confederates. Although Union scouts 

detected the movement as Jackson swung southward, Hooker misinterpreted the maneuver as a retreat. 

When Jackson’s troops swung back north and into the thick woods west of Hooker’s army, Union 

pickets reported a possible buildup; but their warnings fell on deaf ears. 
 

     On the evening of 2 MAY, Union soldiers from General Oliver Otis Howard’s 11th Corps were 

cooking their supper and playing cards when waves of animals charged from the woods. Behind them 

were Jackson’s attacking troops. The Federal flank crumbled as Howard’s men were driven back some 

two miles before stopping the Rebel advance. 
 

     Despite the Confederate victory at the Battle of Chancellorsville, Union forces soon gained the upper 

hand in the war in the eastern theater. Scouting in front of the lines as they returned in the dark, Jackson 

and his aides were fired upon by their own troops. Jackson’s arm was amputated the next morning, and 

he never recovered. He died from complications a week later, leaving Lee without his most able 

lieutenant. 

 

 May 02 1945 – WW2:  Italian Campaign – General Heinrich von Vietinghoff signs the official 

instrument of surrender of all Wehrmacht forces in Italy. Afterwards he spent two and a half years in 

British captivity at Bridgend Island Farm (Special Camp XI) among numerous other German prisoners 

of war. He was released in September 1947. 
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 May 02 1918 – WW1:  At a conference of Allied military leaders at Abbeville, France, the U.S., Britain 

and France argue over the entrance of American troops into World War I.  In the face of heated appeals 

by the other leaders. Gen. John J. Pershing proposed a compromise. The U.S. would send the 130,000 

troops arriving in May, as well as another 150,000 in June, to join the Allied line directly. He would 

make no provision for July. This agreement meant that of the 650,000 American troops in Europe by 

the end of May 1918, roughly one-third would see action that summer; the other two-thirds would not 

join the line until they were organized, trained and ready to fight as a purely American army, which 

Pershing estimated would not happen until the late spring of 1919. By the time the war ended, though, 

on November 11, 1918, more than 2 million American soldiers had served on the battlefields of Western 

Europe, and some 50,000 of them had lost their lives. 
 

 
 

 May 02 1945 – WW2:  The US 82nd Airborne Division liberates Wöbbelin concentration camp finding 

1000 dead inmates, most starved to death. 
 

 
Wobbelin Main Gate (left) and an American soldier (right) views the bodies of prisoners piled on 

top of one another in the doorway of a barracks 

 

 May 02 1945 – WW2:  German troops in Italy surrender to the Allies, while Berlin surrenders to 

Russia’s Zhukov  »   Approximately 1 million German soldiers lay down their arms as the terms of the 

German unconditional surrender, signed at Caserta on 29 APR, come into effect. Many Germans 

surrender to Japanese soldiers—Japanese Americans. Among the American tank crews that entered the 

northern Italian town of Biella was an all-Nisei (second-generation) infantry battalion, composed of 

Japanese Americans from Hawaii. 

 

     Early that same day, Russian Marshal Georgi K. Zhukov accepts the surrender of the German 

capital. The Red Army takes 134,000 German soldiers prisoner. 
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 May 02 1957 – Cold War:  Joseph McCarthy dies » Senator Joseph McCarthy (R-Wisconsin) 

succumbs to illness exacerbated by alcoholism and passes away at age 48. McCarthy had been a key 

figure in the anticommunist hysteria popularly known as the “Red Scare” that engulfed the United 

States in the years following World War II. 

 

     McCarthy was born in a small town in Wisconsin in 1908. In 1942, he joined the Marines and served 

in the Pacific during World War II. He returned home in 1944 and decided to start a career in politics. 

In that year, he unsuccessfully ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate. Undaunted, in 1946 McCarthy 

challenged the popular Senator Robert LaFollette in the Republican primary. Utilizing the aggressive 

attacking style that would later make him famous, McCarthy upset the over-confident LaFollette and 

won the general election to become the junior senator from Wisconsin. 

 

 
 

     McCarthy’s early career in the Senate was unremarkable, to say the least. In 1950, desperate for an 

issue he could use to bolster his chances for re-election, McCarthy took some of his advisors’ suggestion 

and turned to the issue of communists in the United States. Although he knew few details about the 

subject, McCarthy quickly embraced the issue. In February 1950 he stunned an audience with the 

declaration that there were over 200 “known communists” in the Department of State. Over the next 

four years, McCarthy became the most famous (and feared) “Red-hunter” in the United States. 

Combining a flair for the dramatic with a penchant for wild and reckless charges, McCarthy was soon 

ruining careers, cowing opponents into silence, and titillating the American public with his accusations 

of communism. In all of the hysteria, however, few noticed that McCarthy never uncovered a single 

communist, in or out of the U.S. government. 

 

     In 1954, with his political fortunes beginning to ebb, McCarthy seriously overreached himself when 

he charged that the U.S. Army was “soft on communists.” In the famous televised Army-McCarthy 

hearings of that year, the American public got a first-hand view of McCarthy’s bullying and 

recklessness. The hearings destroyed McCarthy’s credibility and, though he continued to hold office, 

effectively ended his power in the Senate. During the next few years, the senator turned increasingly to 

alcohol to relieve his frustrations. In 1957, he was hospitalized, suffering from numerous ailments all 

exacerbated by cirrhosis of the liver. He died in Bethesda, Maryland, and was buried in his home state 

of Wisconsin. 
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 May 02 1964 – Vietnam War:  U.S. ship sunk in Saigon port   »   An explosion of a charge assumed 

to have been placed by Viet Cong terrorists sinks the USNS Card at its dock in Saigon. No one was 

injured and the ship was eventually raised and repaired. The Card, an escort carrier being used as an 

aircraft and helicopter ferry, had arrived in Saigon on 30 APR. 
 

 
 

 May 02 1970 – Vietnam War:  Joint forces continue attack into Cambodia » American and South 

Vietnamese forces continue the attack into Cambodia that began on April 29. This limited “incursion” 

into Cambodia (as it was described by Richard Nixon) included 13 major ground operations to clear 

North Vietnamese sanctuaries 20 miles inside the Cambodian border. Some 50,000 South Vietnamese 

soldiers and 30,000 U.S. troops were involved, making it the largest operation of the war since 

Operation Junction City in 1967. 
 

     The operation began on 29 APR with South Vietnamese forces moving into what was known as the 

“Parrot’s Beak,” the area of Cambodia that projects into South Vietnam above the Mekong Delta. 

During the first two days of the operation, an 8,000-man South Vietnamese task force, including 

elements of two infantry divisions plus four ranger battalions and four armored cavalry squadrons, 

killed 84 communist soldiers while suffering 16 dead and 157 wounded. 
 

     The second stage of the campaign began on 2 MAY with a series of joint U.S.-South Vietnamese 

operations aimed at clearing communist sanctuaries located in the densely vegetated “Fishhook” area 

of Cambodia (across the border from South Vietnam, 70 miles from Saigon). The U.S. 1st Cavalry 

Division and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, along with the South Vietnamese 3rd Airborne Brigade, 

killed 3,190 communists in the action and captured massive amounts of war materiel, including 2,000 

individual and crew-served weapons, 300 trucks, and 40 tons of foodstuffs. By the time all U.S. ground 

forces departed Cambodia on June 30, the Allied forces had discovered and captured or destroyed 10 

times more enemy supplies and equipment than they had captured inside South Vietnam during the 

entire previous year. 
 

     Many intelligence analysts at the time believed that the Cambodian incursion dealt a stunning blow 

to the communists, driving main force units away from the border and damaging their morale, and in 

the process buying as much as a year for South Vietnam’s survival. However, the incursion gave the 

antiwar movement in the United States a new rallying point. News of the operation set off a wave of 

antiwar demonstrations, including one at Kent State University that resulted in the deaths of four 

students at the hands of Army National Guard troops. Another protest at Jackson State in Mississippi 

resulted in the shooting of two students when police opened fire on a women’s dormitory. The incursion 

also angered many in Congress, who felt that Nixon was illegally widening the scope of the war; this 

resulted in a series of congressional resolutions and legislative initiatives that would thenceforth 

severely limit the executive power of the president. 
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 May 02 2011 – Post 911:   Osama bin Laden killed by U.S. forces   »   the mastermind behind the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the United States, is killed by U.S. forces during a raid on his 

compound hideout in Pakistan. The notorious, 54-year-old leader of Al Qaeda, the terrorist network of 

Islamic extremists, had been the target of a nearly decade-long international manhunt. 
 

 
 

     The raid began around 1 a.m. local time, when 23 U.S. Navy SEALs in two Black Hawk helicopters 

descended on the compound in Abbottabad, a tourist and military center north of Pakistan’s capital, 

Islamabad. One of the helicopters crash-landed into the compound but no one aboard was hurt. During 

the raid, which lasted approximately 40 minutes, five people, including bin Laden and one of his adult 

sons, were killed by U.S. gunfire. No Americans were injured in the assault. Afterward, bin Laden’s 

body was flown by helicopter to Afghanistan for official identification, then buried at an undisclosed 

location in the Arabian Sea less than 24 hours after his death, in accordance with Islamic practice. 
 

     Just after 11:30 p.m. EST on May 1 (Pakistan’s time zone is 9 hours ahead of Washington, D.C.), 

President Barack Obama, who monitored the raid in real time via footage shot by a drone flying high 

above Abbottabad, made a televised address from the White House, announcing bin Laden’s death. 

“Justice has been done,” the president said. After hearing the news, cheering crowds gathered outside 

the White House and in New York City’s Times Square and the Ground Zero site. 
 

     Based on computer files and other evidence the SEALs collected during the raid, it was later 

determined that bin Laden was making plans to assassinate President Obama and carry out a series of 

additional attacks against America, including one on the anniversary of September 11, the largest 

terrorist attack ever on U.S. soil, which left nearly 3,000 people dead. Shortly after the 2001 attack, 

President George W. Bush declared bin Laden, who was born into a wealthy family in Saudi Arabia in 

1957 and used his multi-million-dollar inheritance to help establish al Qaeda and fund its activities, 

would be captured dead or alive. In December of that year, American-backed forces came close to 

capturing bin Laden in a cave complex in Afghanistan’s Tora Bora region; however, he escaped and 

would continue to elude U.S. authorities for years. 
 

     A break in the hunt for bin Laden came in August 2010, when C.I.A. analysts tracked the terrorist 

leader’s courier to the Abbottabad compound, located behind tall security walls in a residential 

neighborhood. (U.S. intelligence officials spent the ensuing months keeping the compound under 

surveillance; however, they were never certain bin Laden was hiding there until the raid took place.) 

The U.S. media had long reported bin Laden was believed to be hiding in the remote tribal areas along 

the Afghan-Pakistani border, so many Americans were surprised to learn the world’s most famous 

fugitive had likely spent the last five years of his life in a well-populated area less than a mile from an 

elite Pakistani military academy. After the raid, which the U.S. reportedly carried out without informing 

the Pakistani government in advance, some American officials suspected Pakistani authorities of 

helping to shelter bin Laden in Abbottabad, although there was no concrete evidence to confirm this. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 
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 May 03 1775 – American Revolution:  William Legge, 2nd Earl of Dartmouth and secretary of state 

for the colonies for British King George III, instructs colonial Governor Josiah Martin of North Carolina 

to organize an association of Loyalists and raise militias.  Exactly one year later, British Commodore 

Hyde Parker and General Charles Cornwallis were to arrive in North Carolina with 20 transport ships. 

The 2nd Earl Dartmouth could not sustain the British Empire in North America, but he did lend his 

name to one of its oldest and most highly regarded institutions of higher learning: Dartmouth College, 

founded in Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1769. 
 

 
 

 May 03 1863 – Civil War:  Confederates take Hazel Grove at Chancellorsville   »   General Joseph 

Hooker and the Army of the Potomac abandon a key hill on the Chancellorsville battlefield in Virginia. 

The Union army was reeling after Confederate General Stonewall Jackson’s troops swung around the 

Union right flank and stormed out of the woods on the evening of May 2, causing the Federals to retreat 

some two miles before stopping the Confederate advance. Nonetheless, Hooker’s forces were still in a 

position to deal a serious defeat to Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia because they had a 

numerical advantage and a strategic position between Lee’s divided forces. But Lee had Hooker 

psychologically beaten. 
 

 
 

     Union forces controlled the key geographical feature in the Chancellorsville area: Hazel Grove, a 

hill that provided a prime artillery location. General J.E.B. Stuart, the head of the Confederate cavalry, 

assumed temporary command of Stonewall Jackson’s corps after Jackson was wounded the night before 

(a wound that proved fatal a week later) and planned to attack Hazel Grove the next morning. This 

move was made much easier when Hooker made the crucial mistake of ordering an evacuation of the 

hill. 
 

     Once Stuart’s artillery occupied Hazel Grove, the Confederates proceeded to wreak havoc on the 

Union lines around Chancellorsville. Rebel cannons shelled the Union line, and the fighting resulted in 

more Union casualties than Jackson’s attack the day before. Hooker himself was wounded when an 
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artillery shell struck the column he was leaning against. Stunned, Hooker took a shot of brandy and 

ordered the retreat from the Chancellorsville area, which allowed Jackson’s men to rejoin the bulk of 

Lee’s troops. The daring flanking maneuver had worked. Hooker had failed to exploit the divided Army 

of Northern Virginia, and allowed the smaller Rebel force to defeat his numerically superior force. 

 

 May 03 1915 – WWI:  During a 10 day long stretch of fighting in the Carpathian Mountains on the 

Galician front in Austria-Hungary, a combined Austro-German force succeeds in defeating the Russian 

army near the Dunajec River (a tributary of the Vistula River that runs through modern-day northern 

Slovakia and southern Poland). 

 

 May 03 1926 – U.S.*Nicaragua:  US marines land in Nicaragua (9 mo after leaving) and stay until 

1933. 

 

 May 03 1942 – WW2:  Japanese naval troops during the first part of Operation Mo invade Tulagi and 

nearby Islands in the Solomons enabling them to threaten/ interdict the supply/communication routes 

between the U.S and Australia/New Zealand. Leads to the Battle of the Coral Sea 

 

 May 03 1942 – WW2:  Battle of the Coral Sea - The first modern naval engagement in history, called 

the Battle of the Coral Sea, a Japanese invasion force succeeds in occupying Tulagi of the Solomon 

Islands in an expansion of Japan’s defensive perimeter.  It was the 1st sea battle fought solely in air. 

Although Japan would go on to occupy all of the Solomon Islands, its victory was a Pyrrhic one: The 

cost in experienced pilots and aircraft carriers was so great that Japan had to cancel its expedition to 

Port Moresby, Papua, as well as other South Pacific targets. 

 

 May 03 1945 – WW2:  USS Lagarto (SS–371) sunk by Japanese minelayer Hatsutaka in Gulf of Siam. 

86 killed. 

 

 May 03 1946 – WW2:  Japanese war crimes trial begins  »   In Tokyo, Japan, the International Military 

Tribunals for the Far East begins hearing the case against 28 Japanese military and government officials 

accused of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during World War II. 
 

 
The judges 

  

     On November 4, 1948, the trial ended with 25 of 28 Japanese defendants being found guilty. Of the 

three other defendants, two had died during the lengthy trial, and one was declared insane. On 

November 12, the war crimes tribunal passed death sentences on seven of the men, including General 

Hideki Tojo, who served as Japanese premier during the war, and other principals, such as Iwane 
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Matsui, who organized the Rape of Nanking, and Heitaro Kimura, who brutalized Allied prisoners of 

war. Sixteen others were sentenced to life imprisonment, and two were sentenced to lesser terms in 

prison. On December 23, 1948, Tojo and the six others were executed in Tokyo. 
 

     Unlike the Nuremberg trial of Nazi war criminals, where there were four chief prosecutors, to 

represent Great Britain, France, the United States, and the USSR, the Tokyo trial featured only one 

chief prosecutor–American Joseph B. Keenan, a former assistant to the U.S. attorney general. However, 

other nations, especially China, contributed to the proceedings, and Australian judge William Flood 

Webb presided. In addition to the central Tokyo trial, various tribunals sitting outside Japan judged 

some 5,000 Japanese guilty of war crimes, of whom more than 900 were executed. Some observers 

thought that Emperor Hirohito should have been tried for his tacit approval of Japanese policy during 

the war, but he was protected by U.S. authorities who saw him as a symbol of Japanese unity and 

conservatism, both favorable traits in the postwar U.S. view. 

 

 May 03 1947 – Post WW2:   Japan’s postwar constitution goes into effect »   The progressive 

constitution granted universal suffrage, stripped Emperor Hirohito of all but symbolic power, stipulated 

a bill of rights, abolished peerage, and outlawed Japan’s right to make war. The document was largely 

the work of Supreme Allied Commander Douglas MacArthur and his occupation staff, who had 

prepared the draft in February 1946 after a Japanese attempt was deemed unacceptable. 
 

     As the defender of the Philippines from 1941 to 1942, and commander of Allied forces in the 

Southwest Pacific theater from 1942 to 1945, Douglas MacArthur was the most acclaimed American 

general in the war against Japan. On September 2, 1945, aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, he 

presided over the official surrender of Japan. According to the terms of surrender, Emperor Hirohito 

and the Japanese government were subject to the authority of the Supreme Commander for Allied 

Powers in occupied Japan, a post filled by General MacArthur. 
 

     On 8 SEP, Supreme Commander MacArthur made his way by automobile through the ruins of 

Tokyo to the American embassy, which would be his home for the next five and a half years. The 

occupation was to be a nominally Allied enterprise, but increasing Cold War division left Japan firmly 

in the American sphere of influence. From his General Headquarters, which overlooked the Imperial 

Palace in central Tokyo, MacArthur presided over an extremely productive reconstruction of Japanese 

government, industry, and society along American models. MacArthur was a gifted administrator, and 

his progressive reforms were for the most part welcomed by the Japanese people. 
 

     The most important reform carried out by the American occupation was the establishment of a new 

constitution to replace the 1889 Meiji Constitution. In early 1946, the Japanese government submitted 

a draft for a new constitution to the General Headquarters, but it was rejected for being too conservative. 

MacArthur ordered his young staff to draft their own version in one week. The document, submitted to 

the Japanese government on February 13, 1946, protected the civil liberties MacArthur had introduced 

and preserved the emperor, though he was stripped of power. Article 9 forbade the Japanese ever to 

wage war again. 
 

     Before Japan’s defeat, Emperor Hirohito was officially regarded as Japan’s absolute ruler and a 

quasi-divine figure. Although his authority was sharply limited in practice, he was consulted with by 

the Japanese government and approved of its expansionist policies from 1931 through World War II. 

Hirohito feared, with good reason, that he might be indicted as a war criminal and the Japanese imperial 
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house abolished. MacArthur’s constitution at least preserved the emperor as the “symbol of the state 

and of the unity of the people,” so Hirohito offered his support. Many conservatives in the government 

were less enthusiastic, but on April 10, 1946, the new constitution was endorsed in popular elections 

that allowed Japanese women to vote for the first time. The final draft, slightly revised by the Japanese 

government, was made public one week later. On 3 NOV, it was promulgated by the Diet–the Japanese 

parliament–and on May 3, 1947, it came into force. 
 

 

 

     In 1948, Yoshida Shigeru’s election as prime minister ushered in the Yoshida era, marked by 

political stability and rapid economic growth in Japan. In 1949, MacArthur gave up much of his 

authority to the Japanese government, and in September 1951 the United States and 48 other nations 

signed a formal peace treaty with Japan. On April 28, 1952, the treaty went into effect, and Japan 

assumed full sovereignty as the Allied occupation came to an end. 

 

 May 03 1951 – Cold War:  Congressional hearings on General MacArthur   »     The Senate Armed 

Services and Foreign Relations Committees, meeting in closed session, begin their hearings into the 

dismissal of Gen. Douglas MacArthur by President Harry S. Truman. The hearings served as a sounding 

board for MacArthur and his extremist views on how the Cold War should be fought. 
 

 
 

     General MacArthur served as commander of U.S. forces during the Korean War until 1951. In late 

1950 he made a serious strategic blunder when he dismissed warnings that the People’s Republic of 

China would enter the conflict on the side of its communist ally, North Korea. Hundreds of thousands 

of Chinese troops smashed into the American lines in November 1950, driving the U.S. troops back 

with heavy losses. MacArthur, who had earlier complained about President Truman’s handling of the 

war, now went on an all-out public relations attack against the president and his Cold War policies. In 

numerous public statements and interviews, General MacArthur criticized Truman’s timidity. He also 

asked for permission to carry out bombing attacks against China and to expand the war. President 

Truman flatly refused, believing that expanding the war would lead to a possible confrontation with the 

Soviet Union and World War III. On April 11, 1951, President Truman removed MacArthur from his 
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command. Though Truman clearly did not appreciate MacArthur’s approach, the American public liked 

his tough stance on communism, and he returned home to a hero’s welcome. 
 

     On May 3, 1951, just a few days after MacArthur’s return to the United States, the Senate Armed 

Forces and Foreign Relations Committees began hearings into his dismissal. Partisan politics played a 

significant role in the hearings, which were instigated by Republican senators eager to discredit the 

Democratic administration of Harry Truman. MacArthur was the featured witness, and he spoke for 

more than six hours at the opening session of the hearings. He condemned Truman’s Cold War foreign 

policy, arguing that if the president’s “inhibitions” about the war in Korea had been removed the 

conflict could have been “wound up” without a “very great additional complement of ground troops.”  
 

     He went on to suggest that only through a strategy of complete military destruction of the communist 

empire could the U.S. hope to win the Cold War. The hearings ended after seven weeks, with no definite 

conclusions reached about MacArthur’s dismissal. However, the general’s extremist stance and 

intemperate statements concerning the need for an expanded conflict against communism during the 

hearings soon eroded his popularity with the American public. MacArthur attempted to garner the 

Republican presidential nomination in 1952, but lost to the more moderate campaign of another famed 

military leader, Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

 

 May 03 1965 – Vietnam War:  173rd Airborne Brigade deploys to South Vietnam   »    The lead 

element of the 173rd Airborne Brigade (“Sky Soldiers”), stationed in Okinawa, departs for South 

Vietnam. It was the first U.S. Army ground combat unit committed to the war. Combat elements of the 

173rd Airborne Brigade included the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Battalions, 503rd Infantry; the 3rd Battalion, 

319th Airborne Artillery; Company D, 16th Armor; Troop E, 17th Cavalry; and the 335th Aviation 

company. 
 

     Headquartered at Bien Hoa Air Base near Saigon, the Brigade conducted operations to keep 

communist forces away from the Saigon-Bien Hoa complex. In February 1967, the Brigade conducted 

a combat parachute jump into a major communist base area to the north of Saigon near the Cambodian 

border. In November 1967, the Brigade was ordered to the Central Highlands, where they fought a 

major battle at Dak To against an entrenched North Vietnamese Army regiment on Hill 875. In some 

of the most brutal fighting of the war, the paratroopers captured the hill on Thanksgiving Day, winning 

the Presidential Unit Citation for bravery in action. 
 

     After more than six years on the battlefield, the Brigade was withdrawn from Vietnam in August 

1971. During combat service, they suffered 1,606 killed in action and 8,435 wounded in action. Twelve 

paratroopers of the 173rd won the Medal of Honor for conspicuous bravery in battle. 

 

 May 03 1968 – Vietnam War:  Paris is chosen as site for peace talks    »    After 34 days of discussions 

to select a site, the United States and North Vietnam agree to begin formal negotiations in Paris on May 

10, or shortly thereafter. Hanoi disclosed that ex-Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy would head the North 

Vietnamese delegation at the talks. Ambassador W. Averell Harriman was named as his U.S. 

counterpart. The start of negotiations brought a flurry of hope that the war might be settled quickly. 

Instead, the talks rapidly degenerated into a dreary ritual of weekly sessions, during which both sides 

repeated long-standing positions without seeming to come close to any agreement. 
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-o-o-O-o-o- 

  »    

 May 04 1776 – American Revolution:  Rhode Island, the colony founded by the most radical religious 

dissenters from the Puritans of Massachusetts Bay Colony, becomes the first North American colony 

to renounce its allegiance to King George III. Ironically, Rhode Island would be the last state to ratify 

the new American Constitution more than 14 years later on May 29, 1790. 

 

 May 04 1864 – Civil War:  Army of the Potomac crosses the Rapidan  »   The Union Army embarks 

on the biggest campaign of the Civil War and crosses the Rapidan River in Virginia, precipitating an 

epic showdown that eventually decides the war. In March 1864, Ulysses S. Grant became commander 

of all the Union forces and devised a plan to destroy the two major remaining Confederate armies: 

Joseph Johnston’s Army of the Tennessee, which was guarding the approaches to Atlanta, and Robert 

E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Grant sent William T. Sherman to take on Johnston, and then rode 

along with the Army of the Potomac, which was still under the command of George Meade, to confront 

Lee. 

 

     On 4 MAY, the Army of the Potomac moved out of its winter encampments and crossed the Rapidan 

River to the tangled woods of the Wilderness forest. Grant had with him four corps and over 100,000 

men. The plan was to move the Federal troops quickly around Lee’s left flank and advance beyond the 

Wilderness before engaging the Confederates. But logistics slowed the move, and the long wagon train 

supplying the Union troops had to stop in the Wilderness. 

 

     Although there was no combat on this day, the stage was set for the epic duel between Grant and 

Lee. In the dense environs of the Wilderness, the superior numbers of the Union army were minimized. 

Lee attacked the following day—the first salvo in the biggest campaign of the war. The fighting lasted 

into June as the two armies waltzed to the east of Richmond, Virginia, ending in Petersburg, where they 

settled into trenches and faced off for nearly nine months. 

 

 May 04 1916 – WWI:  Germany responds to a demand by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson by agreeing 

to limit its submarine warfare in order to avert a diplomatic break with the United States. On May 6, 

they signed the so-called Sussex Pledge According to the pledge, merchant ships would be searched, 

and sunk only if they were found to be carrying contraband materials. Furthermore, no ship would be 

sunk before safe passage had been provided for the ship’s crew and its passengers. On February 1, 

1917, Germany announced the resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare. Two days later, Wilson 
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announced a break in diplomatic relations with the German government, and on April 6, 1917, the 

United States formally entered World War I on the side of the Allies. 

 

 May 04 1942 – WW2:  Civilians issued first ration books—War Ration Book Number One, or the 

"Sugar Book through more than 100,000 schoolteachers, PTA groups, and other volunteers. 
 

 
War Ration Book Number One front and back 

 

 May 04 1945 – WW2:  Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov informs U.S. Secretary of State Stettinius 

that the Red Army has arrested 16 Polish peace negotiators who had met with a Soviet army colonel 

near Warsaw back in March. When British Prime Minister Winston Churchill learns of the Soviet 

double-cross, he reacts in alarm, stating, “There is no doubt that the publication in detail of this 

event…would produce a primary change in the entire structure of world forces.” Churchill, fearing that 

the Russian forces were already beginning to exact retribution for losses suffered during the war, sent 

a telegram to President Harry Truman to express his concern that Russian demands of reparations from 

Germany, and the possibility of ongoing Russian occupation of Central and Eastern Europe, 

“constitutes an event in the history of Europe to which there has been no parallel.” Churchill clearly 

foresaw the “Iron Curtain” beginning to drop. Consequently, he sent a “holding force” to Denmark to 

cut off any farther westward advance by Soviet troops. 
 

 
Molotov                                        Churchill 

 

 May 04 1956 – Cold War:  Operation Redwing – Beginning of a 78 day period in which a series of 

17 second-generation thermonuclear and fission devices are detonated at bikini and Enewetak Atolls. 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Redwing_Apache.jpg
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Redwing Apache 1.9 MT Detonation July 1956 

 

 May 04 1961 – Vietnam War:   Rusk reports on Viet Cong strength   »   At a press conference, 

Secretary of State Dean Rusk reports that Viet Cong forces have grown to 12,000 men and that they 

had killed or kidnapped more than 3,000 persons in 1960. While declaring that the United States would 

supply South Vietnam with any possible help, he refused to say whether the United States would 

intervene militarily. At a press conference the next day, President John F. Kennedy said that 

consideration was being given to the use of United States forces. Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. 

Johnson, did eventually commit more than 500,000 American troops to the war. 
 

 
Secretary of State Dean Rusk 

 

 May 04 1970 – Vietnam War:  At Kent State University, 100 National Guardsmen fire their rifles into 

a group of students, killing four and wounding eleven. This incident occurred in the aftermath of 

President Richard Nixon’s April 30 announcement that U.S. and South Vietnamese forces had been 

ordered to execute an “incursion” into Cambodia to destroy North Vietnamese bases there. In protest, 

a wave of demonstrations and disturbances erupted on college campuses across the country. 

 

 May 04 1980 – Cold War:  Yugoslavia’s Tito dies   »   Josip Broz Tito, communist leader of Yugoslavia 

since 1945, passes away at the age of 88 in Belgrade. During his 35-year rule, Tito guided Yugoslavia 

along a pathway that combined dogmatic allegiance to Marxism with an independent, and often 

combative, relationship with the Soviet Union. 
 

     The child of peasants, Tito became a convert to the ideals of communism as a young man. His rise 

to prominence in Yugoslavia began during World War II when he led resistance groups fighting against 

both the Nazi occupation forces and their Yugoslav collaborators. In 1944, he appealed to Soviet leader 

Joseph Stalin for assistance in capturing the capital city of Belgrade from its Nazi occupiers. Stalin sent 

units of the Red Army to help in the attack and by early 1945 Tito declared himself ruler of a new 

Yugoslav Republic. Unlike many other Eastern European nations, however, Tito’s Yugoslavia was not 

subjected to a lengthy Soviet occupation. 
 

     After 1945, relations between Tito and the Soviet Union deteriorated rapidly. Tito’s assistance to 

Greek communists was considered poor policy to Stalin, who had earlier reached an agreement with 

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill to accept British hegemony in Greece. In addition, Tito’s 

independent course in his foreign policy irritated Stalin, who expected the communist “satellite” 

regimes in Eastern Europe to toe the Soviet line. In 1948, Stalin expelled Yugoslavia from the 

Communist Information Bureau (an agency designed to coordinate communist policy in the 

international sphere). This action effectively severed ties between the Soviet bloc and Yugoslavia.  
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      Tito reacted to this by actively seeking U.S. military and economic assistance. Somewhat 

surprisingly, this aid was forthcoming. President Harry S. Truman and his advisors saw in Tito an 

opportunity to drive a wedge into the supposedly monolithic communist bloc and encourage other 

communist regimes to break free from Soviet domination. If the Americans expected Tito to deviate 

from his Marxist ideology, however, they were sadly mistaken. Until his death in 1980, Tito remained 

a steadfast communist, albeit one who charted an independent course from the Soviet Union. 

 

 May 04 1994 – Israel*Palestine:   Accord for Palestinian self-rule signed     »      Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat reached agreement in Cairo on the first stage of 

Palestinian self-rule. The agreement was made in accordance with the Oslo Accords, signed in 

Washington, D.C. on September 13, 1993. This was the first direct, face-to-face agreement between 

Israel and the Palestinians and it acknowledged Israel’s right to exist. It was also designed as a 

framework for future relations between the two parties. 
 

     The Gaza-Jericho agreement signed on this day in history addressed four main issues: security 

arrangements, civil affairs, legal matters and economic relations. It included an Israeli military 

withdrawal from about 60 percent of the Gaza Strip (Jewish settlements and their environs excluded) 

and the West Bank town of Jericho, land captured by Israel during the Six-Day War of 1967. The 

Palestinians agreed to combat terror and prevent violence in the famous “land for peace” bargain. The 

document also included an agreement to a transfer of authority from the Israeli Civil Administration to 

the newly created Palestinian Authority, its jurisdiction and legislative powers, a Palestinian police 

force and relations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 
 

     The Israeli Defense Forces withdrew from Jericho on 13 MAY and from most of the Gaza Strip on 

May 18-19, 1994. Palestinian Authority police and officials immediately took control. During the first 

few days there was a spate of attacks on Israeli troops and civilians in and near the Strip. Arafat himself 

arrived in Gaza to a tumultuous, chaotic welcome on 1 JUL. As time went on, timetables stipulated in 

the deal were not met, Israel’s re-deployments were slowed and new agreements were negotiated. 

Israeli critics of the deal claimed “Land for Peace” was in reality “Land for Nothing.” 
 

     The momentum toward peaceful relations between Israel and the Palestinians was seriously jolted 

by the outbreak of the 2000 Palestinian uprising, known as “Second Intifada.” Further strain was put 

on the process after Hamas came into power in the 2006 Palestinian elections. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 05 1776 – American Revolution:  General Henry Clinton Amnesty Offer  »  In North Carolina, 

British Lieutenant General Henry Clinton issues a proclamation denouncing the Patriots’ “wicked 

rebellion” and recommending that the inhabitants of North Carolina return their allegiance to the king. 
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He offered full pardon to all persons, except Continental Army Brigadier General Robert Howe and 

North Carolina Patriot Cornelius Harnett. 

 

 
Lt. General Henry Clinton and Brig. General Robert Howe 

  

    Howe had angered the British with his defeat of Virginia’s royal governor, Lord Dunmore, at the 

Battle of Great Bridge the previous December, a victory for which he earned a promotion from colonel 

of the 2nd North Carolina Regiment to brigadier general of the Continental Army and was given 

command of the army’s Southern Department. Howe’s father was a prominent North Carolina planter, 

who sent Robert to England for his education. Robert returned to North Carolina and won election to 

the Colonial Assembly in 1764, the year in which the Sugar Act tightened imperial regulation on 

colonial trade and began raising colonial ire. He served with the North Carolina militia from 1766 to 

1775, engaging in Governor William Tryon’s forays to end the backcountry Regulators’ vigilante 

violence against corrupt officials. In 1775, North Carolinians elected Howe to the provincial congress 

established in protest against British policy. 
 

     Cornelius Harnett was also a native of North Carolina and a committed Patriot. Harnett was a 

member of the Colonial Assembly from 1754 to1775, serving part of that time with Robert Howe. 

During the Stamp Act Crisis of 1765-1766, Harnett was chairman of North Carolina’s branch of the 

radical anti-imperial political association, the Sons of Liberty. He continued his revolutionary work 

serving on the Committees of Correspondence with representatives of other concerned colonies in 1773 

and 1774 and serving as chairman of the Wilmington Committee of Safety from 1774 to 1775. After 

North Carolina established a provincial congress, Harnett was an elected member of the Second, Third, 

and Fourth Congresses and served as president of the Fifth Congress. His role as president of the 

provincial council from 1775 to 1776 made him the first chief executive of North Carolina’s first 

independent government. 
 

     Harnett died on April 28, 1781, while in British custody following his capture during the British 

occupation of Wilmington. Howe survived the war, but sunk into tremendous debt and disrepute, with 

a reputation as a womanizing scoundrel. He died suddenly on December 14, 1786. 
 

     General Clinton’s offer of pardon to the colonists of North Carolina was not a success and he 

abandoned the area to the Patriots in 1776. During the Southern Campaign of 1780-1781, though, North 

Carolina was the site of a civil war between Loyalists and Patriots. After Cornwallis took Wilmington, 

North Carolina, in April 1781, he marched his men to Virginia, where he was finally defeated at 

Yorktown on October 19, 1781. 

 

 May 05 1864 – Civil War:  Battle of the Wilderness    »    In an inconclusive 3 day battle the forces of 

Union General Ulysses S. Grant and Confederate General Robert E. Lee clash in the Spotsylvania 

County Wilderness forest in Virginia. Lee had hoped to meet the Federals, who plunged into the tangled 

Wilderness west of Chancellorsville, Virginia, the day before, in the dense woods in order to mitigate 
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the nearly two-to-one advantage Grant possessed as the campaign opened. The conflict quickly spread 

along a two-mile front, as numerous attacks from both sides sent the lines surging back and forth.  
 

     The fighting was intense and complicated by the fact that the combatants rarely saw each other 

through the thick undergrowth. Whole brigades were lost in the woods. Muzzle flashes set the forest 

on fire, and hundreds of wounded men died in the inferno. The battle may have been particularly 

unsettling for the Union troops, who came across skeletons of Yankee soldiers killed the year before at 

the Battle of Chancellorsville, their shallow graves opened by spring rains. By nightfall, the Union was 

still in control of the major crossroads in the Wilderness. The next two days brought more pitched 

battles without a clear victory for either side. Grant eventually pulled out and moved further south 

toward Richmond, and for the next six weeks the two great armies maneuvered around the Confederate 

capital. Casualties and losses: US 17,666 - CSA 11,125. 

 

 May 05 1916 – U.S.*Dominican Republic:  US marines invade Dominican Republic. Their goal was 

to offer protection to the U.S. Legation and the U.S. Consulate, and to occupy the Fort San Geronimo. 

From the start of the intervention until the Marines withdrew in 1924, they were in almost continuous 

actions on both the squad and platoon levels, fighting numerous small-unit actions with elusive bandits.  
 

 
 

     Despite the ability of the Marines to bring a large amount of firepower to bear against the bandits 

from both the ground and the air, the leathernecks had their share of problems as well. Sometimes the 

enemy would successfully ambush a lone Marine patrol, killing all or most of its members, and would 

scatter before reinforcements arrived on the scene. 

 

 May 05 1919 – WWI:  The delegation from Italy—led by Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando and Foreign 

Minister Sidney Sonnino—returns to the Versailles Peace Conference in Paris, France, after leaving 

abruptly 11 days earlier during contentious negotiations over the territory Italy would receive after the 

First World War. 

 

 May 05 1942 – WW2:  Japanese forces enter China, via the Burma Road. General Stillwell, in 

command of the Chinese troops decides after intelligence on the true Japanese positions to withdraw 

his troops towards India, not China. 

 

 May 05 1942 – WW2:  Imperial Japanese troops land on Corregidor. Fierce fighting by the remaining 

American troops under General Wainwright results, but the Japanese maintain a beach head. 
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 May 05 1942 – WW2:  Imperial Headquarters orders the Japanese Navy to prepare for the invasion of 

Midway Island. 

 

 May 05 1945 – WW2:  German Army Group G surrenders to US forces after negotiations are 

concluded at Haar in Bavaria. In Denmark, fighting breaks out in Copenhagen but is brought to an end 

when British units arrive by air in the evening. 

 

 May 05 1945 – WW2:  Admiral Karl Dönitz, President of Germany after Hitler's death, orders all 

German U–boats to cease offensive operations and return to their bases. 
 

 
 

 May 05 1945 – WW2:  The War Department announces that about 400,000 troops will remain in 

Germany to form the US occupation force and 2,000,000 men will be discharged from the armed 

services, leaving 6,000,000 soldiers serving in the war against Japan. 

 

 May 05 1945 – WW2:  Six killed in Oregon by Japanese bomb   »   In Lakeview, Oregon, Mrs. Elsie 

Mitchell and five neighborhood children are killed while attempting to drag a Japanese balloon out the 

woods. Unbeknownst to Mitchell and the children, the balloon was armed, and it exploded soon after 

they began tampering with it. They were the first and only known American civilians to be killed in the 

continental United States during World War II. The U.S. government eventually gave $5,000 in 

compensation to Mitchell’s husband, and $3,000 each to the families of Edward Engen, Sherman 

Shoemaker, Jay Gifford, and Richard and Ethel Patzke, the five slain children. 
 

 

Japanese balloon bomb 
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     The explosive balloon found at Lakeview was a product of one of only a handful of Japanese attacks 

against the continental United States, which were conducted early in the war by Japanese submarines 

and later by high-altitude balloons carrying explosives or incendiaries. In comparison, three years 

earlier, on April 18, 1942, the first squadron of U.S. bombers dropped bombs on the Japanese cities of 

Tokyo, Kobe, and Nagoyo, surprising the Japanese military command, who believed their home islands 

to be out of reach of Allied air attacks. When the war ended on August 14, 1945, some 160,000 tons of 

conventional explosives and two atomic bombs had been dropped on Japan by the United States. 

Approximately 500,000 Japanese civilians were killed as a result of these bombing attacks. 

 

 May 05 1950 – U.S. Military UCMJ:  Congress approved the Uniform Code of Military Justice for 

the “government of the armed forces of the United States. 

 

 May 05 1953– Korea:  The battleship USS New Jersey, the cruiser USS Bremerton, and the destroyers 

USS Twining and Colohan destroyed troop shelters, caves, concrete ammunition bunkers and an 

observation post 

 

 May 05 1955 – Cold War:  Allies end occupation of West Germany  »  The Federal Republic of 

Germany (West Germany) becomes a sovereign state when the United States, France, and Great Britain 

end their military occupation, which had begun in 1945. With this action, West Germany was given the 

right to rearm and become a full-fledged member of the western alliance against the Soviet Union. 
 

 
 

     In 1945, the United States, Great Britain, and France had assumed the occupation of the western 

portion of Germany (as well as the western half of Berlin, situated in eastern Germany). The Soviet 

Union occupied eastern Germany, as well as the eastern half of Berlin. As Cold War animosities began 

to harden between the western powers and Russia, it became increasingly obvious that Germany would 

not be reunified. By the late-1940s, the United States acted to formalize the split and establish western 

Germany as an independent republic, and in May 1949, the Federal Republic of Germany was formally 

announced. In 1954, West Germany joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the mutual 

defense alliance between the United States and several European nations. All that remained was for the 

Americans, British, and French to end their nearly 10-year occupation. This was accomplished on May 

5, 1955, when those nations issued a proclamation declaring an end to the military occupation of West 

Germany. Under the terms of an agreement reached earlier, West Germany would now be allowed to 

establish a military force of up to a half-million men and resume the manufacture of arms, though it 

was forbidden from producing any chemical or atomic weapons. 
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     The end of the Allied occupation of West Germany meant a full recognition of the republic as a 

member of the western alliance against the Soviet Union. While the Russians were less than thrilled by 

the prospect of a rearmed West Germany, they were nonetheless pleased that German reunification had 

officially become a dead issue. Shortly after the May 5 proclamation was issued, the Soviet Union 

formally recognized the Federal Republic of Germany. The two Germany’s remained separated until 

1990, when they were formally reunited and once again became a single democratic country. 

 

 May 05 1955 – Cold War:   The US detonated a 29-kiloton nuclear device in Nevada. “Apple 2” was 

the 2nd of 40 tests of Operation Cue, meant to study the effects of a nuclear explosion on a typical 

American community. 

  
 

 May 05 1968 –Vietnam War:  The second large scale Communist offensive of the year begins with 

the simultaneous shelling of 119 cities and towns in the South. Heavy action continues for a week and 

Saigon is the intended target. 

 

 May 05 1970 –Vietnam War:  U.S. forces capture Snoul, Cambodia   »    In Cambodia, a U.S. force 

captures Snoul, 20 miles from the tip of the “Fishhook” area (across the border from South Vietnam, 

70 miles from Saigon). A squadron of nearly 100 tanks from the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment and 

jet planes virtually leveled the village that had been held by the North Vietnamese. No dead North 

Vietnamese soldiers were found, only the bodies of four Cambodian civilians. This action was part of 

the Cambodian “incursion” that had been launched by U.S. and South Vietnamese forces on 29 APR. 
 

     In Washington, President Nixon met with congressional committees at the White House and gave 

the legislators a “firm commitment” that U.S. troops would be withdrawn from Cambodia in three to 

seven weeks. Nixon also pledged that he would not order U.S. troops to penetrate deeper than 21 miles 

into Cambodia without first seeking congressional approval. The last U.S. troops left Cambodia on 30 

JUN. 

 

 May 05 1972 – Vietnam War:  North Vietnamese turn back South Vietnamese relief column   »  South 

Vietnamese troops from the 21st Division, trying to reach beleaguered An Loc in Binh Long Province 

via Highway 13, are again pushed back by the communists, who had overrun a supporting South 

Vietnamese firebase. The South Vietnamese division had been trying to break through to An Loc since 

mid-April, when the unit had been moved from its normal area of operations in the Mekong Delta and 

ordered to attack in order to relieve the surrounded city. The South Vietnamese soldiers fought 

desperately to reach the city, but suffered so many casualties in the process that another unit had to be 

sent to actually relieve the besieged city, which was accomplished on June 18. 
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     This action was part of the southernmost thrust of the three-pronged Nguyen Hue Offensive (later 

known as the “Easter Offensive”), a massive invasion launched by North Vietnamese forces on March 

30 to strike the blow that would win them the war. The attacking force included 14 infantry divisions 

and 26 separate regiments, with more than 120,000 troops and approximately 1,200 tanks and other 

armored vehicles. The main North Vietnamese objectives, in addition to An Loc in the south, were 

Quang Tri in the north and Kontum in the Central Highlands. Initially, the South Vietnamese defenders 

in each case were almost overwhelmed, particularly in the northernmost provinces, where government 

forces abandoned their positions in Quang Tri and fled south in the face of the enemy onslaught. 
 

     In Binh Long Province, the North Vietnamese forces had crossed into South Vietnam from 

Cambodia on 5 APR to strike first at Loc Ninh. After taking Loc Ninh, the North Vietnamese forces 

then quickly encircled An Loc, the capital of Binh Long Province, which was only 65 miles from 

Saigon. The North Vietnamese held An Loc under siege for almost three months while they made 

repeated attempts to take the city. The defenders suffered heavy casualties, including 2,300 dead or 

missing, but with the aid of U.S. advisers and American airpower, they managed to hold An Loc against 

vastly superior odds until the siege was lifted on 18 JUN.  
 

     Fighting continued all over South Vietnam into the summer months, but eventually the South 

Vietnamese forces prevailed against the invaders and they retook Quang Tri in September. With the 

communist invasion blunted, President Nixon declared that the South Vietnamese victory proved the 

viability of his Vietnamization program, which he had instituted in 1969 to increase the combat 

capability of the South Vietnamese armed forces. 

 

 May 05 1993 – U.S.*Somalia:  Phase II, dubbed Operation Continue Hope, of the US intervention in 

Somalia begins, now under UN auspices. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 06 1775 – American Revolution:  William Franklin warns Dartmouth of repercussions from 

Lexington and Concord   »   In a candid report to William Legge, 2nd earl of Dartmouth and the British 

secretary of state for the colonies, Benjamin Franklin’s illegitimate son, New Jersey Royal Governor 

William Franklin, writes that the violence at Lexington and Concord greatly diminishes the chances of 

reconciliation between Britain and her North American colonies. 
 

  
William Legge & William Franklin 
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     Reconciliation between Britain and America was not the only relationship at stake for Franklin. He 

would never repair the damage done to his relationship with his father, famed Patriot Benjamin 

Franklin, when he decided to remain loyal to the crown. 
 

     William and Benjamin Franklin enjoyed a close relationship until the War for Independence drove 

a permanent wedge between them. The younger Franklin was his father’s aide during his famed kite 

experiments and the elder Franklin made every effort to assist his son in garnering the highest social 

and professional station possible for the colonial elite in the British empire. Father and son traveled to 

London together in 1757, where until 1762, William studied law, and Franklin studied social climbing. 

They had remarkable success for a candle-maker’s son and his illegitimate progeny. By the end of their 

sojourn, William had ascended to the Bar and received an honorary Master of Arts from Oxford 

University, while his father reveled in honorary doctorates from Oxford and the University of St. 

Andrews in Scotland. The elder Franklin’s plans for his son’s advancement succeeded, and his son won 

the choicest of appointments, a royal governorship, in 1762. 
 

     However, when Benjamin Franklin reluctantly decided to join the movement for independence, his 

son continued to believe that the best place for Americans was within the empire that had treated two 

generations of Franklins so well despite their low births. 

 

 May 06 1861 – Civil War:   Letters of Marque authorized by Confederate Congress »  Confederate 

Congress passed act recognizing state of war with the United States and authorized the issuing of Letters 

of Marque to private vessels. President Davis issued instructions to private armed vessels, in which he 

defined operational limits, directed “strictest regard to the rights of neutral powers.” ordered privateers 

to proceed “With all … justice and humanity” toward Union vessels and crews, out-lined procedure for 

bringing in a prize, directed that all property on board neutral ships be exempt from seizure “unless it 

be contraband,” and defined contraband. 

 

 May 06 1877 – Indian Wars:  – Chief Crazy Horse surrendered to U.S. troops in Nebraska. Crazy 

Horse brought General Custer to his end. 

 

 May 06 1915 – WWI:  Second Battle of Krithia, Gallipoli    »  After a first attempt to capture the 

village of Krithia, on the Gallipoli Peninsula, failed on April 28, 1915, a second is initiated on May 6 

by Allied troops under the British commander Sir Aylmer Hunter-Weston. 
 

     Fortified by 105 pieces of heavy artillery, the Allied force advanced on Krithia, located at the base 

of the flat-topped hill of Achi Baba, starting at noon on May 6. The attack was launched from a beach 

head on Cape Helles, where troops had landed on April 25 to begin the large-scale land invasion of the 

Gallipoli Peninsula after a naval attack on the Dardanelles failed miserably in mid-March. Since the 

first failed attempt on the village, Hunter-Weston’s original force had been joined by two brigades of 

the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) to bring the total number of men to 25,000. 

They were still outnumbered, however, by the Turkish forces guarding Krithia, which were under the 

direct command of the German Major-General Erich Weber. Weber had been promoted from the rank 

of colonel after supervising the closure and mining of the Dardanelles six months earlier. 
 

     Facing superior enemy numbers and suffering from a shortage of ammunition, the Allies were able 

to advance some 600 yards, but failed to capture either Krithia or the crest of Achi Baba after three 
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attempts in three days. Hunter-Weston’s troops suffered heavy losses, with a total of 6,000 casualties. 

Two British naval brigades engaged in the battle saw half their number, some 1,600 soldiers, killed or 

wounded. 
 

     The British regional commander in chief, Sir Ian Hamilton, after pushing for more supplies and 

ammunition, ordered Hunter-Weston to continue the pressure on Achi-Baba; a third attack on the ridge 

was launched in early June. As heavy casualties continued to be sustained across the region, with little 

real gains for the Allies, it became clear that the Gallipoli operation—an Allied attempt to break the 

stalemate on the Western Front by achieving a decisive victory elsewhere—had failed to achieve its 

ambitious aims 

 

 May 06 1937 – Hindenburg Disaster:  The airship Hindenburg, the largest dirigible ever built and the 

pride of Nazi Germany, bursts into flames upon touching its mooring mast in Lakehurst, New Jersey, 

killing 36 passengers and crewmembers. 
 

 
 

     Frenchman Henri Giffard constructed the first successful airship in 1852. His hydrogen-filled blimp 

carried a three-horsepower steam engine that turned a large propeller and flew at a speed of six miles 

per hour. The rigid airship, often known as the “zeppelin” after the last name of its innovator, Count 

Ferdinand von Zeppelin, was developed by the Germans in the late 19th century. Unlike French 

airships, the German ships had a light framework of metal girders that protected a gas-filled interior. 

However, like Giffard’s airship, they were lifted by highly flammable hydrogen gas and vulnerable to 

explosion. Large enough to carry substantial numbers of passengers, one of the most famous rigid 

airships was the Graf Zeppelin, a dirigible that traveled around the world in 1929. In the 1930s, the 

Graf Zeppelin pioneered the first transatlantic air service, leading to the construction of the Hindenburg, 

a larger passenger airship. 
 

     On May 3, 1937, the Hindenburg left Frankfurt, Germany, for a journey across the Atlantic to 

Lakehurst’s Navy Air Base. Stretching 804 feet from stern to bow, it carried 36 passengers and crew 

of 61. While attempting to moor at Lakehurst, the airship suddenly burst into flames, probably after a 

spark ignited its hydrogen core. Rapidly falling 200 feet to the ground, the hull of the airship incinerated 

within seconds. Thirteen passengers, 21 crewmen, and 1 civilian member of the ground crew lost their 

lives, and most of the survivors suffered substantial injuries. 
 

     Radio announcer Herb Morrison, who came to Lakehurst to record a routine voice-over for an NBC 

newsreel, immortalized the Hindenberg disaster in a famous on-the-scene description in which he 

emotionally declared, “Oh, the humanity!” The recording of Morrison’s commentary was immediately 

flown to New York, where it was aired as part of America’s first coast-to-coast radio news broadcast. 
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Lighter-than-air passenger travel rapidly fell out of favor after the Hindenberg disaster, and no rigid 

airships survived World War II. 

 

 May 06 1941 – U.S. Air Force:  At California's March Field, Bob Hope performs his first USO show. 

 

 .May 06 1942 – WW2:  U.S. Lieutenant General Jonathan Wainwright surrenders all U.S. troops in 

the Philippines to the Japanese.  »   The island of Corregidor remained the last Allied stronghold in the 

Philippines after the Japanese victory at Bataan (from which General Wainwright had managed to flee, 

to Corregidor). Constant artillery shelling and aerial bombardment attacks ate away at the American 

and Filipino defenders. Although still managing to sink many Japanese barges as they approached the 

northern shores of the island, the Allied troops could hold the invader off no longer.  

 

 

 

     General Wainwright, only recently promoted to the rank of lieutenant general and commander of 

the U.S. armed forces in the Philippines, offered to surrender Corregidor to Japanese General Homma, 

but Homma wanted the complete, unconditional capitulation of all American forces throughout the 

Philippines. Wainwright had little choice given the odds against him and the poor physical condition 

of his troops (he had already lost 800 men). He surrendered at midnight. All 11,500 surviving Allied 

troops were evacuated to a prison stockade in Manila.  
 

     General Wainwright remained a POW until 1945. As a sort of consolation for the massive defeat he 

suffered, he was present on the USS Missouri for the formal Japanese surrender ceremony on 

September 2, 1945. He would also be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor by President Harry 

Truman. Wainwright died in 1953-exactly eight years to the day of the Japanese surrender ceremony. 

 

 May 06 1944 – WW2:  A Japanese troopship convoy is destroyed by the American submarine Gurnard. 

 

 May 06 1944 – WW2:  The first flight of the Mitsubishi A7M fighter (designed to replace the Zero) 

takes place. Technical problems and Allied bombing raids prevent mass production. 

 

 May 06 1945 – WW2:  The US 97th Division, part of US 5th Corps of the US 3rd Army, occupies 

Pilsen in Czechoslovakia. The US 12th Corps advances toward Prague but the army is ordered to halt 

the advance and allow Soviets to occupy the rest of the country as has been arranged. 
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 May 06 1945 – WW2:  On Luzon, elements of the US 25th Division, part of US 1st Corps, capture the 

Kembu plateau. On Mindanao, the US 24th and 31st Divisions overrun Japanese positions north of 

Davao, where the Japanese 35th Army (General Morozumi) is concentrated. 

 

 May 06 1945 – WW2:  On Okinawa, the Japanese offensive loses momentum. Japanese forces have 

sustain losses of at least 5000 killed. Even while it has been going on, American forces have made gains 

near Machinto airfield and Maeda Ridge. 

 

 May 06 1945 – WW2:  Axis Sally delivers her last propaganda broadcast to Allied troops (first was on 

December 11, 1941). 
 

 
 

 May 06 1953 – Kores:  Planes from the carriers Princeton and Valley Forge blasted a mining area 

northwest of Songjin, causing numerous secondary explosions and destroying buildings and a main 

transformer station. The heavy cruiser Saint Paul and the destroyer Nicholas fired on coastal supply 

routes and storage areas. 

 

 May 06 1962 – U.S. Navy:  In the first test of its kind, the submerged submarine USS Ethan Allen 

fired a Polaris missile armed with a nuclear warhead that detonated above the Pacific Ocean. 

 

 May 06 1967 – Vietnam War:  Three US pilots shot down during a raid over Hanoi are paraded 

through the streets of that city. North Vietnam says the three pilots are based in Thailand. 

 

 May 06 1969 – Vietnam War:  A US helicopter crashes 75 miles north of Saigon killing 34 and 

injuring 35 in what is believed to be the worst helicopter accident of the war. To this date, 2,595 

helicopters have been lost. 

 

 May 06 1970 – Vietnam War:  Hundreds of colleges and universities across the nation shut down as 

thousands of students join a nationwide campus protest. Governor Ronald Reagan closed down the 

entire California University and college system until May 11, which affected more than 280,000 

students on 28 campuses. Elsewhere, faculty and administrators joined students in active dissent and 

536 campuses were shut down completely, 51 for the rest of the academic year. A National Student 

Association spokesman reported students from more than 300 campuses were boycotting classes. The 

protests were a reaction to the shooting of four students at Kent State University. Four days later, a 

student rally at Jackson State College in Mississippi resulted in the death of two students and 12 

wounded when police opened fire on a women’s dormitory. 
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 May 06 1970 – Vietnam War:  Three new fronts are opened in Cambodia bringing to nearly 50,000 

the number of allied troops there. One US spearhead, by troops of the 25th Infantry Division, moves 

across the border from Tayninh Province between the Fishhook and Parrot’s Beak areas. The US First 

Cavalry Division (Airmobile) is airlifted into the jungles 23 miles west of Phocbinh, South Vietnam, 

northeast of the Fishhook. 

 

 May 06 1972 – Vietnam War:  South Vietnamese defenders hold on to An Loc   »   The remnants of 

South Vietnam’s 5th Division at An Loc continue to receive daily artillery battering from the 

communist forces surrounding the city as reinforcements fight their way from the south up Highway 

13. 
 

     The South Vietnamese had been under heavy attack since the North Vietnamese had launched their 

Nguyen Hue Offensive on March 30. The communists had mounted a massive invasion of South 

Vietnam with 14 infantry divisions and 26 separate regiments, more than 120,000 troops and 

approximately 1,200 tanks and other armored vehicles. The main North Vietnamese objectives, in 

addition to An Loc in the south, were Quang Tri in the north, and Kontum in the Central Highlands. 
 

     In Binh Long Province, the North Vietnamese forces had crossed into South Vietnam from 

Cambodia on April 5 to strike first at Loc Ninh. After taking Loc Ninh, the North Vietnamese forces 

then quickly encircled An Loc, the capital of Binh Long Province, which was only 65 miles from 

Saigon. The North Vietnamese held An Loc under siege for almost three months while they made 

repeated attempts to take the city, bombarding it around the clock. The defenders suffered heavy 

casualties, including 2,300 dead or missing, but with the aid of U.S. advisers and American airpower, 

they managed to hold out against vastly superior odds until the siege was lifted on June 18.  
 

     Fighting continued all over South Vietnam into the summer months, but eventually the South 

Vietnamese forces prevailed against the invaders and they retook Quang Tri in September. With the 

communist invasion blunted, President Nixon declared that the South Vietnamese victory proved the 

viability of his Vietnamization program, which he had instituted in 1969 to increase the combat 

capability of the South Vietnamese armed forces. 

 

 May 06 1992 – Cold War:  Gorbachev reviews the Cold War  »    In an event steeped in symbolism, 

former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev reviews the Cold War in a speech at Westminster College in 

Fulton, Missouri—the site of Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech 46 years before. Gorbachev 

mixed praise for the end of the Cold War with some pointed criticisms of U.S. policy. 
 

 
 

     In 1946, Winston Churchill, former prime minister of Britain, spoke at Westminster College and 

issued what many historians have come to consider the opening volley of the Cold War. Declaring that 

an “iron curtain” had fallen across Eastern Europe, Churchill challenged both Great Britain and the 

United States to contain Soviet aggression. Forty-six years later, the Soviet Union had collapsed and 
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Mikhail Gorbachev, who had resigned as president of the Soviet Union in December 1991, stood on 

the very same campus and reflected on the Cold War. 
 

     Gorbachev declared that the end of the Cold War was the “shattering of the vicious circle into which 

we had driven ourselves” and a “victory for common sense, reason, democracy, and common human 

values.” In addressing the issue of who began the Cold War, Gorbachev admitted that the Soviet Union 

had made some serious mistakes, but also suggested that the United States and Great Britain shouldered 

part of the blame. He decried the resulting nuclear arms race, though he made clear that he believed the 

United States had been the “initiator” of this folly. With the Cold War over, he cautioned the United 

States to realize the “intellectual, and consequently political error, of interpreting victory in the cold 

war narrowly as a victory for oneself.” 
 

     Gorbachev’s speech, and particularly the location at which he delivered it, offered a fitting closure 

to the Cold War, and demonstrated that scholarly debate about those years would continue though the 

animosity had come to an end. 

 

 May 06 1999 – Kosovo War:  Russia joined NATO to back a framework for ending the conflict in 

Kosovo that included an international security presence to enforce peace. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 07 1763 - Indian Wars:  Major Henry Gladwin, British commander of Fort Detroit, foils Ottawa 

Chief Pontiac’s attempt at a surprise attack. Romantic lore holds that Gladwin’s Seneca mistress 

informed him of the western Indians’ plans for an uprising. When Pontiac arrived at the fort with his 

men, who were concealing weapons under their trading blankets, they discovered that Gladwin had 

assembled his men and prepared them for a defense of the fort. Knowing that, without the element of 

surprise, their efforts would not be successful, Pontiac withdrew and instead laid siege to the fort for 

the rest of the summer, while his allies successfully seized 10 of 13 British forts in the Great Lakes and 

Ohio Valley regions by June 20.  

 
No authentic images of Pontiac are known to exist. This interpretation was painted by John Mix Stanley. 

 

     The western Indians’ efforts to unite all Native Americans in an attempt to free themselves of 

addictions to European trade goods and alcohol, guided by their spiritual leader, a Delaware named 

Neolin, seemed to be succeeding. However, the French failed to come to the Indians’ aid in driving the 

British back to the Atlantic as hoped, dooming the rebellion. 

 

 May 07 1776 – American Revolution:  U.S. Navy captures first British warship  »  Navy Captain John 

Barry, commander of the American warship Lexington, makes the first American naval capture of a 

British vessel when he takes command of the British warship HMS Edward off the coast of Virginia. 

The capture of the Edward and its cargo turned Captain Barry into a national hero and boosted the 

morale of the Continental forces. 
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     Barry was born in the seaboard county of Wexford, Ireland, in 1745 and offered his services to the 

Continental Congress upon the outbreak of the American Revolution. Congress purchased Barry’s ship, 

Black Prince, which it renamed Alfred and placed under the command of Commodore Esek Hopkins. 

It was the first ship to fly the American flag, raised by John Paul Jones. 
 

     Barry served with distinction throughout the American Revolution. At sea, he had continued success 

with the Lexington. On land, he raised a volunteer force to assist General Washington in the surprisingly 

successful Trenton, New Jersey, campaign of 1776-77. On May 29, 1781, Barry was wounded while 

successfully capturing the HMS Atlanta and the HMS Trepassy while in command of a new ship, 

Alliance. He recovered and successfully concluded the final naval battle of the Revolutionary War with 

a victory over the HMS Sybylle in March 1783. 
 

     Barry’s outstanding career has been memorialized on both sides of the Atlantic. A bridge bearing 

his name crosses the Delaware River, and Brooklyn, New York, is home to a park named for him. In 

addition, four U.S. Navy ships and a building at Villanova University carry his name, and statues in his 

honor stand in Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and his birthplace, Wexford, Ireland. On September 13, 

1981, President Ronald Reagan declared Commodore John Barry Day to honor a man he called one of 

the earliest and greatest American patriots, a man of great insight who perceived very early the need 

for American power on the sea. 

 

 May 07 1862 - Civil War:  Battle of Shiloh concludes   »    Two days of heavy fighting conclude near 

Pittsburgh Landing in western Tennessee. The Battle of Shiloh became a Union victory after the 

Confederate attack stalled on 6 APR, and fresh Yankee troops drove the Confederates from the field 

on 7 APR. 

 

     Shiloh began when Union General Ulysses S. Grant brought his army down the Tennessee River to 

Pittsburgh Landing in an effort to move on Corinth, Mississippi, 20 miles to the southwest. Union 

occupation of Corinth, a major rail center, would allow the Yankees to control nearly all of western 

Tennessee. At Corinth, Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnston did not wait for Grant to attack. 

He moved his army toward Grant, striking on the morning of 6 APR. Throughout the day, the 

Confederates drove the Yankees back but could not break the Union lines before darkness halted the 

advance. Johnston was killed during the first day, so General Pierre G. T. Beauregard assumed 

command of the Confederate force. 
 

     Now, Grant was joined by the vanguard of Buell’s army. With an advantage in terms of troop 

numbers, Grant counterattacked on 7 APR. The tired Confederates slowly retreated, but they inflicted 

heavy casualties on the Yankees. By nightfall, the Union had driven the Confederates back to Shiloh 

Church, recapturing grisly reminders of the previous days’ battle such as the Hornets’ Nest, the Peach 
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Orchard, and Bloody Pond. The Confederates finally limped back to Corinth, thus giving a major 

victory to Grant. 
 

 

 

     The cost of the victory was high. Grant’s and Buell’s forces totaled about 62,000, of which 1,754 

were killed, 8,408 were wounded, and 2,885 were captured or missing for a total of 13,047 casualties. 

Of 45,000 Confederates engaged, 1,723 were killed, 8,012 wounded, and 959 missing for a total of 

10,694 casualties. The 23,741 casualties were five times the number at the First Battle of Bull Run in 

July 1861, and they were more than all of the war’s major battles (Bull Run, Wilson’s Creek, Fort 

Donelson, and Pea Ridge) to that date combined. It was a sobering reminder to all in the Union and the 

Confederacy that the war would be long and costly. 

 

 May 07 1864 - Civil War:  Following two days of intense fighting in Virginia’s Wilderness forest, the 

Army of the Potomac, under the command of Union General Ulysses S. Grant, moves south. Grant’s 

forces had clashed with Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia in a pitched 

and confused two-day battle in which neither side gained a clear victory. Nonetheless, Lee could claim 

an advantage, since he inflicted more casualties and held off the Yankees, despite the fact that he was 

outnumbered. 

 

 May 07 1915 – WWI:  The British ocean liner Lusitania is torpedoed without warning by a German 

submarine off the south coast of Ireland. Within 20 minutes, the vessel sank into the Celtic Sea. Of 

1,959 passengers and crew, 1,198 people were drowned, including 128 Americans. The attack aroused 

considerable indignation in the United States, but Germany defended the action, noting that it had 

issued warnings of its intent to attack all ships, neutral or otherwise, that entered the war zone around 

Britain. It was subsequently revealed that the Lusitania was carrying about 173 tons of war munitions 

for Britain, which the Germans cited as further justification for the attack 

 

 
 

 May 07 1917 – WWI:  Fighter pilot Albert Ball, the United Kingdom’s leading flying ace with 44 

victories, crashed to his death in a field in France on the Western Front. 
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 May 07 1939 – WW2:  Germany and Italy announced a military and political alliance known as the 

Rome-Berlin Axis. 

 

 May 07 1939 – WW2:  FDR orders Pacific Fleet to remain in Hawaiian waters indefinitely 

 

 May 07 1942 – WW2:  Surrender of American forces in the Philippines   »   General Wainwright 

broadcasts the news of the American surrender at Corregidor from Japanese custody. He invites the 

remainder of the American forces in the Philippines to surrender. Despite the American surrender, the 

opposition faced by Japanese forces had been effective in disrupting their plans. General Homma was 

allocated 50 days to take the Philippines, the actual conquest took five months. The continuing 

resistance of the Filipino forces prevented the release of his troops for other campaigns. 

 

 May 07 1942 – WW2:  Italy invades Albania  »   In an effort to mimic Hitler’s conquest of Prague, 

Benito Mussolini’s troops, though badly organized, invade and occupy Albania. Although the invasion 

of Albania was intended as but a prelude to greater conquests in the Balkans, it proved a costly 

enterprise for Il Duce. Albania was already dependent on Italy’s economy, so had little to offer the 

invaders. And future exploits in neighboring nations, in Greece in particular, proved to be disastrous 

for the Italians. 

 

 May 07 1942 – WW2:  Battle of the Coral Sea   »   American Admiral Fletcher sent Task Force 44 to 

attack Japanese troop transports bound for Port Moresby. The Japanese retaliated with attacks from 

land based aircraft. The Japanese sighted the American tanker Neosho and the Sims and send aircraft 

after the ships sinking the Neosho. The Americans find Japanese Admiral Goto’s close support force 

and they proceeded to sink the Japanese Imperial Navy light aircraft carrier Shoho. Meanwhile, 

Japanese Admiral Takagi sent planes out in an attempt to find the American fleet. Twenty-one of the 

Japanese planes are lost without engaging the enemy, including a small group which attempt to land on 

the American aircraft carrier Yorktown. The Japanese troop transports returned to Rabaul to await the 

outcome of the battle. The battle marked the first time in the naval history that two enemy fleets fight 

without visual contact between warring ships. 
 

 
Aircraft Carrier Shoho (left) and USS Lexington afire after being badly hit by Japanese bombs and torpedoes on 8 May, and abandoned. 

(She will later be sunk by an American destroyer) 

 

 May 07 1944 – WW2:  The US 8th Air Force conducts a massive raid on Berlin with 1500 aircraft. 

 

 May 07 1945 – WW2:  Japanese battleship Yamato is sunk by Allied forces   »   The Japanese battleship 

Yamato, ostensibly the greatest battleship in the world, is sunk in Japan’s first major counteroffensive 



40 
 

in the struggle for Okinawa. Weighing 72,800 tons and outfitted with nine 18.1-inch guns, the battleship 

Yamato was Japan’s only hope of destroying the Allied fleet off the coast of Okinawa. But insufficient 

air cover and fuel cursed the endeavor as a suicide mission. Struck by 19 American aerial torpedoes, it 

was sunk, drowning 2,498 of its crew. 

 

 May 07 1945 – WW2:  Germany signs unconditional surrender terms at Reims, France, ending 

Germany's participation in the war. The document takes effect the next day. Germany was-at least on 

paper-defeated. Fighting would still go on in the East for almost another day. But the war in the West 

was over. Since Russian General Susloparov did not have explicit permission from Soviet Premier 

Stalin to sign the surrender papers, even as a witness, he was quickly hustled back East-into the hands 

of the Soviet secret police, never to be heard from again. 
 

 

 May 07 1953 – Korea:  Communist negotiators at Panmunjom present an eight-point proposal 

regarding the repatriation of POWs, including the establishment of a Neutral Nations Repatriation 

Commission. 

  

 May 07 1954 – Vietnam:  Dien Bien Phu   »   In northwest Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh’s Viet Minh forces 

decisively defeat the French at Dien Bien Phu, a French stronghold besieged by the Vietnamese 

communists for 57 days. The Viet Minh victory at Dien Bien Phu signaled the end of French colonial 

influence in Indochina and cleared the way for the division of Vietnam along the 17th parallel at the 

conference of Geneva.  
 

     On September 2, 1945, hours after the Japanese signed their unconditional surrender in World War 

II, communist leader Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the independent Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 

hoping to prevent the French from reclaiming their former colonial possession. In 1946, he hesitantly 

accepted a French proposal that allowed Vietnam to exist as an autonomous state within the French 

Union, but fighting broke out when the French tried to reestablish colonial rule. Beginning in 1949, the 

Viet Minh fought an increasingly effective guerrilla war against France with military and economic 

assistance from newly Communist China. France received military aid from the United States. In 

November 1953, the French, weary of jungle warfare, occupied Dien Bien Phu, a small mountain 

outpost on the Vietnamese border near Laos.  
 

     Although the Vietnamese rapidly cut off all roads to the fort, the French were confident that they 

could be supplied by air. The fort was also out in the open, and the French believed that their superior 

artillery would keep the position safe. In 1954, the Viet Minh army, under General Vo Nguyen Giap, 

moved against Dien Bien Phu and in March encircled it with 40,000 Communist troops and heavy 

artillery. The first Viet Minh assault against the 13,000 entrenched French troops came on 12 MAR, 

and despite massive air support, the French held only two square miles by late April.  
 

     On 7 MAY, after 57 days of siege, the French positions collapsed. Although the defeat brought an 

end to French colonial efforts in Indochina, the United States soon stepped up to fill the vacuum, 

increasing military aid to South Vietnam and sending the first U.S. military advisers to the country in 

1959. 
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 May 07 1954 – Cold War:   President Eisenhower delivers Cold War “domino theory” speech  »    The 

President coins one of the most famous Cold War phrases when he suggests the fall of French Indochina 

to the communists could create a “domino” effect in Southeast Asia. The so-called “domino theory” 

dominated U.S. thinking about Vietnam for the next decade. 
 

 
 

     By early 1954, it was clear to many U.S. policymakers that the French were failing in their attempt 

to re-establish colonial control in Indochina (Vietnam), which they lost during World War II when the 

Japanese took control of the area. The Vietnamese nationalists, led by the communist Ho Chi Minh, 

were on the verge of winning a stunning victory against French forces at the battle of Dien Bien Phu. 

In just a few weeks, representatives from the world’s powers were scheduled to meet in Geneva to 

discuss a political settlement of the Vietnamese conflict. U.S. officials were concerned that a victory 

by Ho’s forces and/or an agreement in Geneva might leave a communist regime in control of all or part 

of Vietnam. In an attempt to rally congressional and public support for increased U.S. aid to the French, 

President Eisenhower gave an historic press conference on April 7, 1954. 
 

     He spent much of the speech explaining the significance of Vietnam to the United States. First was 

its economic importance, “the specific value of a locality in its production of materials that the world 

needs” (materials such as rubber, jute, and sulphur). There was also the “possibility that many human 

beings pass under a dictatorship that is inimical to the free world.” Finally, the president noted, “You 

have broader considerations that might follow what you would call the ‘falling domino’ principle.” 

Eisenhower expanded on this thought, explaining, “You have a row of dominoes set up, you knock 

over the first one, and what will happen to the last one is a certainty that it will go over very quickly.” 

This would lead to disintegration in Southeast Asia, with the “loss of Indochina, of Burma, of Thailand, 

of the Peninsula, and Indonesia following.” Eisenhower suggested that even Japan, which needed 

Southeast Asia for trade, would be in danger. 
 

     Eisenhower’s words had little direct immediate impact–a month later, Dien Bien Phu fell to the 

communists, and an agreement was reached at the Geneva Conference that left Ho’s forces in control 

of northern Vietnam. In the long run, however, Eisenhower’s announcement of the “domino theory” 

laid the foundation for U.S. involvement in Vietnam. John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson both 

used the theory to justify their calls for increased U.S. economic and military assistance to non-

communist South Vietnam and, eventually, the commitment of U.S. armed forces in 1965. 

 

 May 07 1960 – Cold War:  U-2 incident   »   Soviets downed an American U-2 high altitude 

reconnaissance aircraft over Soviet territory on 1 MAY, 1960. The incident led to the collapse of a 

proposed summit conference between the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and France in 

Paris. President Eisenhower's initial claim that he had no knowledge of such flights was difficult to 

maintain when the Soviets produced the pilot, Francis Gary Powers, who had survived the crash. 
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Eisenhower met Khrushchev's demand for an apology by suspending U-2 flights, but the Soviet Premier 

was not satisfied and the summit was canceled. Powers was sentenced to ten years in prison, but was 

released in 1962 in exchange for convicted Soviet spy Rudolph Abel. 
 

 
 

 

 May 07 1975 – Vietnam:  President Ford issues a proclamation designating this as the last day of the 

‘Vietnam Era’ for military personnel to qualify for wartime benefits. The Viet Cong celebrated the 

takeover of Ho Chi Minh City — formerly Saigon. 

 

 May 07 1984 – Vietnam War:  North Vietnamese forces begin preparations for final offensive   »    

North Vietnamese forces prepare to launch the “Ho Chi Minh Campaign,” designed to set the conditions 

for a final communist victory in South Vietnam. By this time, well over two-thirds of South Vietnam 

was under communist control as South Vietnamese forces had fallen back in panic when the North 

Vietnamese pressed the attack. 
 

     The Ho Chi Minh Campaign offensive was the final phase of the North Vietnamese plan to defeat 

South Vietnam. Despite the imposition of a cease-fire by the terms of the 1973 Paris Peace Accords, 

fighting had continued between South Vietnamese forces and the North Vietnamese troops left in South 

Vietnam at the end of the 1972 Easter Offensive. In December 1974, the North Vietnamese launched a 

major attack against the lightly defended province of Phuoc Long, located north of Saigon along the 

Cambodian border. They overran the provincial capital at Phuoc Binh on January 6, 1975. 
 

     President Richard Nixon had repeatedly promised South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu 

that the United States would come to the aid of South Vietnam if the North Vietnamese violated the 

Peace Accords in a major way. However, by the time the communists captured Phuoc Long, Nixon had 

resigned from office and his successor, Gerald Ford, was unable to convince a hostile Congress to make 

good on Nixon’s promises to Saigon. 
 

     This situation emboldened the North Vietnamese, who launched Campaign 275 in March 1975, to 

capture the provincial capital of Ban Me Thuot (Darlac province) in the Central Highlands. The South 

Vietnamese defenders fought very poorly and were quickly overwhelmed by the North Vietnamese 

attackers. The United States did nothing.  Stunned by the lack of response from Washington, South 

Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu ordered his forces in the Highlands to withdraw to more 

defensible positions to the south.  

 

     What started out as a reasonably orderly withdrawal soon degenerated into a panic that spread 

throughout the South Vietnamese armed forces. They abandoned Pleiku and Kontum with very little 

fighting and the North Vietnamese pressed the attack from the west and north. In quick succession, 
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Quang Tri, Hue, and Da Nang in the north fell to the communist onslaught. The North Vietnamese 

continued to attack south along the coast, defeating the South Vietnamese forces at each encounter. 
 

     As the North Vietnamese forces closed on the approaches to Saigon, the politburo in Hanoi issued 

an order to Gen. Van Tien Dung to launch the Ho Chi Minh Campaign, the final assault on Saigon 

itself. Dung ordered his forces into position for the final battle. The South Vietnamese 18th Division 

made a valiant final stand at Xuan Loc, 40 miles northeast of Saigon, in which the South Vietnamese 

soldiers destroyed three of Dung’s divisions. After a week, however, the South Vietnamese succumbed 

to the North Vietnamese. By April 27, the North Vietnamese had completely encircled Saigon and 

began to maneuver for their final assault. By the morning of April 30, it was all over. When the North 

Vietnamese tanks broke through the gates of the Presidential Palace in Saigon, the South Vietnamese 

surrendered. The Vietnam War was over. 

 

 May 07 1984 – Vietnam War:  Agent Orange class–action suit brought by Vietnam veterans settled 

out of court for $180 Million. 

 

 May 07 2003 – Iraq:  President Bush ordered U.S. sanctions against Iraq lifted, allowing U.S. 

humanitarian aid and remittances to flow into Iraq. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 08 1792 – American Revolution:  Congress passes the second portion of the Militia Act, 

requiring that every free able-bodied white male citizen of the respective States, resident therein, who 

is or shall be of age eighteen years, and under the age of forty-five years be enrolled in the militia. 

 

 May 08 1846 – Mexican*American War:  The Battle of Palo Alto  »  Before the United States formally 

declared war on Mexico, General Zachary Taylor defeats a superior Mexican force in the Battle of Palo 

Alto north of the Rio Grande River. Casualties and losses: UA 56- MEX 357. 
 

 
 

     The drift toward war with Mexico had begun a year earlier when the U.S. annexed the Republic of 

Texas as a new state. Ten years before, the Mexicans had fought an unsuccessful war with Texans to 

keep them from breaking away to become an independent nation. Since then, they had refused to 

recognize the independence of Texas or the Rio Grande River as an international boundary. In January 

1946, fearing the Mexicans would respond to U.S. annexation by asserting control over disputed 

territory in southwestern Texas, President James K. Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to move a 

force into Texas to defend the Rio Grande border. After a last-minute effort to settle the dispute 
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diplomatically failed, Taylor was ordered to take his forces up to the disputed borderline at the Rio 

Grande.  
 

     The Mexican General Mariano Arista viewed this as a hostile invasion of Mexican territory, and on 

April 25, 1846, he took his soldiers across the river and attacked. Congress declared war on 13 MAY 

and authorized a draft to build up the U.S. Army. Taylor, however, was in no position to await formal 

declaration of a war that he was already fighting. In the weeks following the initial skirmish along the 

Rio Grande, Taylor engaged the Mexican army in two battles.  
 

     On May 8, near Palo Alto, and the next day at Resaca de la Palma, Taylor led his 200 soldiers to 

victories against much larger Mexican forces. Poor training and inferior armaments undermined the 

Mexican army’s troop advantage. Mexican gunpowder, for example, was of such poor quality that 

artillery barrages often sent cannonballs bouncing lazily across the battlefield, and the American 

soldiers merely had to step out of the way to avoid them.  
 

     Following his victories at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Taylor crossed the Rio Grande and 

took the war into Mexican territory. During the next 10 months, he won four battles and gained control 

over the three northeastern Mexican states. The following year, the focus of the war shifted elsewhere, 

and Taylor’s role diminished. Other generals continued the fight, which finally ended with General 

Winfield Scott’s occupation of Mexico City in September of 1847. Zachary Taylor emerged from the 

war a national hero. Americans admiringly referred to him as “Old Rough and Ready” and erroneously 

believed his military victories suggested he would be a good political leader. Elected president in 1848, 

he proved to be an unskilled politician who tended to see complex problems in overly simplistic ways. 

In July 1850, Taylor returned from a public ceremony and complained that he felt ill. Suffering from a 

recurring attack of cholera, he died several days later. 

 

 May 08 1862 – Civil War:  Commander James S. Palmer with a landing party from U.S.S. Iroquois 

seized an arsenal and took possession of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 

 May 08 1862 – Civil War:  General ‘Stonewall’ Jackson repulsed the Federals at the Battle of 

McDowell, in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign. 

 

 May 08 1862 – Civil War:  Sewell’s Point, Virginia bombardment  »  U.S.S. Monitor, Dacotah, 

Naugatuck, Seminole, and Susquehanna “by direction of the President”-shelled Confederate batteries 

at Sewell’s Point, Virginia, as Flag Officer L. M. Goldsborough reported, ”mainly with the view of 

ascertaining the practicability of landing a body of troops thereabouts” to move on Norfolk. Whatever 

rumors President Lincoln had received about Confederates abandoning Norfolk were now confirmed; 

a tug deserted from Norfolk and brought news that the evacuation was well underway and that C.S.S. 

Virginia, with her accompanying small gunboats, planned to proceed up the James or York River. It 

was planned that when Virginia came out, as she had on the 7th, the Union fleet would retire with 

U.S.S. Monitor in the rear hoping to draw the powerful but under-engined warship into deep water 

where she might be rammed by high speed steamers. The bombardment uncovered reduced but 

considerable strength at Sewell’s Point. Virginia came out but not far enough to be rammed. 

 

 May 08 1864 – Civil War:  Lee beats Grant to Spotsylvania  »  Yankee troops arrive at Spotsylvania 

Court House, Virginia, to find the Rebels already there. After the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5-6), 
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Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac marched south in the drive to take Richmond. Grant hoped to 

control the strategic crossroads at Spotsylvania Court House, so he could draw Robert E. Lee’s Army 

of Northern Virginia into open ground. On the evening of 7 MAY, Lee ordered James Longstreet’s 

corps, which were under the direction of Richard Anderson after Longstreet had been shot the previous 

day, to march at night to Spotsylvania. Anderson’s men marched the 11 miles entirely in the dark, and 

won the race to the crossroads, where they took refuge behind hastily constructed breastworks and 

waited. Now it would be up to Grant to force the Confederates from their position. The stage was set 

for one of the bloodiest engagements of the war. 

 

 May 08 1862 – Post WWI:  New celebration of Armistice Day proposed   »   On May 8, 1919, Edward 

George Honey, a journalist from Melbourne, Australia, living in London at the time, writes a letter to 

the London Evening News proposing that the first anniversary of the armistice ending World War I—

concluded on November 11, 1918—be commemorated by several moments of silence. Honey, who 

briefly served in the British army during World War I before being discharged with a leg injury, had 

been concerned by the way people in London had celebrated on the streets on the actual day of the 

armistice. In his letter to the newspaper the following May, he wrote that a silent commemoration of 

the sacrifices made and the lives lost during the war would be a far more appropriate way to mark the 

first anniversary of its end. 
 

 
 

     Five little minutes only, Honey wrote. Five silent minutes of national remembrance. A very sacred 

intercession. Communion with the Glorious Dead who won us peace, and from the communion new 

strength, hope and faith in the morrow. Church services, too, if you will, but in the street, the home, the 

theatre, anywhere, indeed, where Englishmen and their women chance to be, surely in this five minutes 

of bitter-sweet silence there will be service enough.” 
 

     Though Honey’s letter did not immediately bring about a change, a similar suggestion was made to 

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick that October and reached King George V, who on November 17, 1919, made an 

official proclamation that at the hour when the Armistice came into force, the 11th hour of the 11th day 

of the 11th month, there may be for the brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of all our 

normal activities so that in perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent 

remembrance of the glorious dead.” Though it is not officially recorded that the king read and was 

influenced by Honey’s letter, the journalist was invited by the king to a palace rehearsal of the two 

minutes of silence, a tradition which is still honored in much of the former British empire. 

 

 May 08 1942 – WW2:  The Battle of the Coral Sea comes to an end with Japanese Imperial Navy 

aircraft carrier aircraft attacking and sinking the United States Navy aircraft carrier USS Lexington. 
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The battle marked the first time in the naval history that two enemy fleets fight without visual contact 

between warring ships. 

 

 May 08 1944 – WW2:  Russians attack Germans in drive to expel them from Crimea  »  Russian forces 

led by Marshal Fedor Tolbukhin attack the German army in an attempt to win back Crimea, in the 

southern Ukraine, occupied by the Axis power. The attack would result in the breaking of German 

defensive lines in just four days, eventually sending the Germans retreating. Crimea was the territorial 

plaything of many great powers, from the Ottoman Turks to the Russia of Ivan III. It had declared its 

independence in 1918 but was occupied again by Germany in 1941. It was “liberated” by the Russians, 

only to find itself trapped within the greater Soviet Union. It once again declared itself an independent 

republic in the 1990s. 

 

 May 08 1945 – WW2:  Great Britain and the United States celebrate Victory in Europe Day  »   Cities 

in both nations, as well as formerly occupied cities in Western Europe, put out flags and banners, 

rejoicing in the defeat of the Nazi war machine. The eighth of May spelled the day when German troops 

throughout Europe finally laid down their arms: In Prague, Germans surrendered to their Soviet 

antagonists, after the latter had lost more than 8,000 soldiers, and the Germans considerably more; in 

Copenhagen and Oslo; at Karlshorst, near Berlin; in northern Latvia; on the Channel Island of Sark–

the German surrender was realized in a final cease-fire. More surrender documents were signed in 

Berlin and in eastern Germany.  
 

 

 

     The main concern of many German soldiers was to elude the grasp of Soviet forces, to keep from 

being taken prisoner. About 1 million Germans attempted a mass exodus to the West when the fighting 

in Czechoslovakia ended, but were stopped by the Russians and taken captive. The Russians took 

approximately 2 million prisoners in the period just before and after the German surrender. Meanwhile, 

more than 13,000 British POWs were released and sent back to Great Britain. Pockets of German-

Soviet confrontation would continue into the next day.  
 

     On 9 MAY, the Soviets would lose 600 more soldiers in Silesia before the Germans finally 

surrendered. Consequently, V-E Day was not celebrated until the ninth in Moscow, with a radio 

broadcast salute from Stalin himself: “The age-long struggle of the Slav nations…has ended in victory. 

Your courage has defeated the Nazis. The war is over.” 

 

 May 08 1950 –Cold War:  McCarthy publicly attacks Owen Lattimore   »   Senator Joseph McCarthy 

labels Professor Owen Lattimore “extremely dangerous so far as the American people are concerned” 

in a carefully worded public speech, but stops short of calling him a Soviet spy. The speech was yet 

another example of McCarthy’s ability to whip up damaging Red Scare hysteria with no real evidence. 
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Owen Lattimore receiving the Order of the Polar Star in 1979 — the highest honor awarded to foreigners  

by the Mongolian government 

 

     In February 1950, the little-known Senator McCarthy gave a speech in which he charged that there 

were over 200 “known communists” in the Department of State. When pressed for particulars, 

McCarthy made an appearance before a special joint session of Congress. During the course of 

presenting his “evidence,” McCarthy declared that Professor Owen Lattimore was a “top Soviet spy.” 

Lattimore, an expert on Chinese history, had served as a special consultant about Chinese affairs during 

and after World War II and had been a consistent critic of the Nationalist Chinese regime of Chiang 

Kai-Shek. Word soon leaked out about McCarthy’s charge. Though Lattimore decried the senator’s 

statements as lies, there was nothing he could legally do, since McCarthy’s testimony was protected by 

congressional immunity. 
 

    On April 8, 1950, McCarthy gave a public speech in which he continued his attacks on Lattimore. 

He started by stating, “The reason we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our 

powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores but rather because of the traitorous actions 

of those who have been treated so well by this nation.” He called Lattimore “extremely dangerous,” 

and declared that the professor had been “invaluable to Russia.” 
 

     McCarthy’s attacks on Lattimore continued for years. A congressional committee cleared Lattimore 

of McCarthy’s charges in 1950, but in 1951 the Senate reopened the investigation. This new 

investigation, spearheaded by McCarthy, claimed that Lattimore had perjured himself during his earlier 

testimony. In 1952, Lattimore was formally charged with perjury in connection to his 1950 testimony. 

A very long and costly legal battle ensued, and eventually Lattimore succeeded in having all charges 

dropped. His career in American academia, however, was ruined and he left the country in 1963. He 

later returned to the United States and died in 1989. Lattimore was just one of many people smeared 

by McCarthy’s reckless and unsubstantiated charges during the anticommunist hysteria of the Red 

Scare. 

 

 May 08 1950 – Taiwan:  Chiang Kai-shek asked US for weapons. 

 

 May 08 1951 – Korea:  North Korea charged the U.N. Command with the use of germ warfare. 

 

 May 08 1952 –Korea: Allied fighter-bombers staged the largest raid of the war on North Korea. 

 

 May 08 1954 – Vietnam:  Members of the nine delegations assemble in Geneva and start negotiations 

for ending the war in Vietnam as part of a larger settlement of Indochina problems. The French are 

publicly opposed to any solution that involves a partition of Vietnam but behind the scenes they are 

considering this as a compromise. For the French and the West, partition would at least salvage half of 
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the country. The Chinese indicate a willingness to support partition, for they have no desire to continue 

a war that might spill over into China and they have their own motives for wanting to keep the 

Vietnamese from becoming too strong. Negotiations will drag on for six weeks as the French reject the 

demands made by the Vietminh’s chief delegate, Pham Van Dong. 

 

 May 08 1970 – Vietnam War:  Nixon defends invasion of Cambodia  »    President Nixon, at a news 

conference, defends the U.S. troop movement into Cambodia, saying the operation would provide six 

to eight months of time for training South Vietnamese forces and thus would shorten the war for 

Americans. Nixon reaffirmed his promise to withdraw 150,000 American soldiers by the following 

spring. 
 

 

 

     The announcement that U.S. and South Vietnamese troops had invaded Cambodia resulted in a 

firestorm of protests and gave the antiwar movement a new rallying point. College students across the 

nation intensified their antiwar protests with marches, rallies, and scattered incidents of violence. About 

400 schools were affected by strikes and more than 200 colleges and universities closed completely. 

The protests resulted in deaths at Kent State University and later at Jackson State in Mississippi. 
 

     Dissent was not limited to campus confrontations. More than 250 State Department and foreign aid 

employees signed a letter to Secretary of State William Rogers criticizing U.S. military involvement in 

Cambodia. In addition, there were a series of congressional resolutions and legislative initiatives that 

attempted to limit severely the executive war-making powers of the president. Senators John Sherman 

Cooper (R-Kentucky) and Frank Church (D-Idaho) proposed an amendment to the foreign military 

sales portion of a Defense Department appropriations bill that would have barred funds for future 

military operations in Cambodia. The bill passed in the Senate by a vote of 58 to 37, but was defeated 

237 to 153 in the House. On December 29, 1970, Congress passed a modified version of the Cooper-

Church Amendment barring the introduction of U.S. ground troops in Laos or Thailand. 

 

 May 08 1972 – Vietnam:   U.S. North Vietnamese port mining announced    »   President Richard 

Nixon announces that he has ordered the mining of major North Vietnamese ports, as well as other 

measures, to prevent the flow of arms and material to the communist forces that had invaded South 

Vietnam in March. Nixon said that foreign ships in North Vietnamese ports would have three days to 

leave before the mines were activated; U.S. Navy ships would then search or seize ships, and Allied 

forces would bomb rail lines from China and take whatever other measures were necessary to stem the 

flow of material. Nixon warned that these actions would stop only when all U.S. prisoners of war were 

returned and an internationally supervised cease-fire was initiated. If these conditions were met, the 

United States would “stop all acts of force throughout Indochina and proceed with the complete 

withdrawal of all forces within four months.”  
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     Nixon’s action was in response to the North Vietnamese Nguyen Hue Offensive. On 30 MAR, the 

North Vietnamese had initiated a massive invasion of South Vietnam. Committing almost their entire 

army to the offensive, the North Vietnamese launched a three-pronged attack. In the initial attack, four 

North Vietnamese divisions attacked directly across the Demilitarized Zone into Quang Tri province. 

Following that assault, the North Vietnamese launched two more major attacks: at An Loc in Binh 

Long Province, 60 miles north of Saigon; and at Kontum in the Central Highlands. With the three 

attacks, the North Vietnamese committed 500 tanks and 150,000 regular troops (as well as thousands 

of Viet Cong) supported by heavy rocket and artillery fire. The North Vietnamese, enjoying much 

success on the battlefield, did not respond to Nixon’s demands.  
 

     The announcement that North Vietnamese harbors would be mined led to a wave of antiwar 

demonstrations at home, which resulted in violent clashes with police and 1,800 arrests on college 

campuses and in cities from Boston to San Jose, California. Police used wooden bullets and tear gas in 

Berkeley; three police officers were shot in Madison, Wisconsin; and 715 National Guardsmen were 

activated to quell violence in Minneapolis. 

 

 May 08 1972 – Vietnam:   North Vietnamese forces open a third front  »  North Vietnamese 2nd 

Division troops drive out of Laos and Cambodia to open a third front of their offensive in the Central 

Highlands, attacking at Kontum and Pleiku in attempt to cut South Vietnam in two. If successful, this 

would give North Vietnam control of the northern half of South Vietnam. 
 

     The three-front attack was part of the North Vietnamese Nguyen Hue Offensive (later known as the 

“Easter Offensive”), which had been launched on March 30. The offensive was a massive invasion by 

North Vietnamese forces designed to strike the knockout blow that would win the war for the 

communists. The attacking force included 14 infantry divisions and 26 separate regiments, with more 

than 120,000 troops and approximately 1,200 tanks and other armored vehicles. 
 

     North Vietnam had a number of objectives in launching the offensive: impressing the communist 

world and its own people with its determination; capitalizing on U.S. antiwar sentiment and possibly 

hurting President Richard Nixon’s chances for re-election; proving that “Vietnamization” was a failure; 

damaging the South Vietnamese forces and government stability; gaining as much territory as possible 

before a possible truce; and accelerating negotiations on their own terms. 
 

     Initially, the South Vietnamese defenders in each case were almost overwhelmed, particularly in the 

northernmost provinces, where they abandoned their positions in Quang Tri and fled south in the face 

of the enemy onslaught. At Kontum and An Loc, the South Vietnamese were more successful in 

defending against the North Vietnamese attacks. Although the defenders suffered heavy casualties, they 

managed to hold out with the aid of U.S. advisors and American airpower. Fighting continued all over 

South Vietnam into the summer months, but eventually the South Vietnamese forces prevailed against 

the invaders, even retaking Quang Tri in September. With the communist invasion blunted, President 

Nixon declared that the South Vietnamese victory proved the viability of his Vietnamization program, 

instituted in 1969 to increase the combat capability of the South Vietnamese armed forces. 

 

 May 08 1975 – Vietnam:   U.S. Army Chief of Staff reports that South Vietnamese forces are on verge 

of collapse  »  After a weeklong mission to South Vietnam, Gen. Frederick Weyand, U.S. Army Chief 

of Staff and former Vietnam commander, reports to Congress that South Vietnam cannot survive 
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without additional military aid. Questioned again later by reporters who asked if South Vietnam could 

survive with additional aid, Weyand replied there was “a chance.” 
 

 
 

     Weyand had been sent to Saigon by President Gerald Ford to assess the South Vietnamese forces 

and their chances for survival against the attacking North Vietnamese. The South Vietnamese were on 

the verge of collapse. The most recent assaults had begun in December 1974 when the North 

Vietnamese launched a major attack against the lightly defended province of Phuoc Long–located north 

of Saigon along the Cambodian border–and overran the provincial capital at Phuoc Binh on January 6, 

1975. Despite previous presidential promises to aid South Vietnam in such a situation, the United States 

did nothing. By this time, Nixon had resigned from office and his successor, Gerald Ford, was unable 

to convince a hostile Congress to make good on Nixon’s earlier promises to Saigon. 
 

     The situation emboldened the North Vietnamese, who launched a new campaign in March 1975, in 

which the South Vietnamese forces fell back in total disarray. Once again, the United States did nothing. 

The South Vietnamese abandoned Pleiku and Kontum in the Highlands with very little fighting. Then 

Quang Tri, Hue, and Da Nang fell to the communist onslaught. The North Vietnamese continued to 

attack south along the coast toward Saigon, defeating the South Vietnamese forces at each encounter. 
 

     As Weyand reported to Congress, the South Vietnamese were battling three North Vietnamese 

divisions at Xuan Loc, the last defense line before Saigon. Indeed, it became the last battle in the defense 

of the Republic of South Vietnam. The South Vietnamese forces managed to hold out against the 

attackers until they ran out of tactical air support and weapons, finally abandoning Xuan Loc to the 

communists on April 21. Saigon fell to the communists on 30 APR. 

 

 May 08 1984 – Cold War:  Soviets to boycott L.A. Olympics   »   Citing fears for the safety of its 

athletes in what it considered a hostile and anti-communist environment, the Soviet government 

announces a boycott of the 1984 Summer Olympic Games to be held in Los Angeles, California. 
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     Although the Soviets had cited security concerns, the boycott was more likely the result of strained 

Cold War relations due to America’s generous aid to Muslim rebels fighting in Afghanistan–and 

payback for the U.S. boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games. A number of other Soviet Bloc 

countries and Cuba followed suit in boycotting the Los Angeles Games, which carried on without the 

presence of many of the communist world’s best athletes. China, however, participated in the Los 

Angeles Summer Games in its first Olympic appearance since 1952. 

 

 May 08 1984 – Iraq War:  US warplanes bombed northern Iraq as Iraqi TV reported 3 people were 

killed when 18 bombs fell on civilian and military positions. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

  »    

 May 09 1864 – Civil War:  Union troops secure a crucial pass during the Atlanta campaign. In the 

spring and summer of 1864, Union General William T. Sherman and Confederate General Joseph 

Johnston conducted a slow and methodical campaign to seize control of Atlanta. Pushing southeast 

from Chattanooga, Tennessee, toward Atlanta, Sherman continually tried to flank Johnston, but 

Johnston countered each move. On May 3, 1864, two of Sherman’s corps moved against Confederate 

defenses at Dalton, Georgia, while another Yankee force under James McPherson swung wide to the 

south and west of Dalton in an attempt to approach Johnston from the rear. It was along this path that 

McPherson captured Snake Creek Gap, a crucial opening in a long elevation called Rocky Face Ridge. 

 

 May 09 1915 – WW1:  Anglo-French forces fighting in World War I launch their first combined 

attempt to break through the heavily fortified German trench lines on the Western Front in France. 

 

 May 09 1945 – WW2:  Operation Meetinghouse -  334 B-29’s raid Japan with 279 of them dropping 

1,665 tons of bombs on Tokyo.  This firebombing was the single deadliest air raid of WWII. Casualties 

and losses: US 14 B-29’s – JP 88,000 killed, 41,000 injured, and1 million residents lost their homes. 

 

 May 09 1945 – WW2:  Herman Goering, commander in chief of the Luftwaffe, president of the 

Reichstag, head of the Gestapo, prime minister of Prussia, and Hitler’s designated successor is taken 

prisoner by the U.S. Seventh Army in Bavaria. 
 

 
 

 May 09 1951 – Korean War:  Air raid on Chinese positions at Yalu River. 
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 May 09 1955 – Cold War:  Ten years after the Nazis were defeated in World War II, West Germany 

formally joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a mutual defense group aimed at 

containing Soviet expansion in Europe. This action marked the final step of West Germany’s 

integration into the Western European defense system. 

 

 May 09 1969 – Vietnam War:  William Beecher, military correspondent for the New York Times, 

publishes a front page dispatch from Washington, “Raids in Cambodia by U.S. Unprotested,” which 

accurately described the first of the secret B-52 bombing raids in Cambodia. Within hours, Henry 

Kissinger, presidential assistant for national security affairs, contacted J. Edgar Hoover, the director of 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation, asking him to find the governmental sources of Beecher’s article. 

During the next two years, Alexander Haig, a key Kissinger assistant, transmitted the names of National 

Security Council staff members and reporters who were to have their telephones wiretapped by the FBI. 

 

 May 09 1970 – Vietnam War:  Between 75,000 and 100,000 young people, mostly from college 

campuses, demonstrate peacefully in Washington, D.C., at the rear of a barricaded White House. They 

demanded the withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Vietnam and other Southeast Asian nations. 

Afterwards, a few hundred militants spread through surrounding streets, causing limited damage. Police 

attacked the most threatening crowds with tear gas. 
 

 
 

 May 09 1997 – Post Vietnam:  Twenty-two years and 10 days after the fall of Saigon, former Florida 

Representative Douglas “Pete” Peterson becomes the first ambassador to Vietnam since Graham Martin 

was airlifted out of the country by helicopter in late April 1975. Peterson himself served as a U.S. Air 

Force captain during the Vietnam War and was held as a prisoner of war for six and a half years after 

his bomber was shot down near Hanoi in 1966. Thirty-one years later, Peterson returned to Hanoi on a 

different mission, presenting his credentials to Communist authorities in the Vietnamese capital on May 

9, 1997. 
 

 
 

-o-o-O-o-o- 
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 May 10 1775 – American Revolution:  Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold lead a successful attack on 

Fort Ticonderoga in upstate New York, while the Second Continental Congress assembles in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The Congress faced the task of conducting a war already in progress. 

Fighting had begun with the Battle of Lexington and Concord on April 19, and Congress needed to 

create an official army out of the untrained assemblage of militia laying siege on Boston. 
 

 
Ethan Allen demanding the surrender of Fort Ticonderoga 

 

 May 10 1797 – U.S. Navy:  First Navy ship, the "United States," is launched. 
 

 
USS United States 

 

 May 10 1801 – First Barbary War:  The Barbary pirates of Tripoli declare war on the United States 

of America. 

 

 May 10 1863 – Civil War:  Confederate General Stonewall Jackson dies eight days after he is 

accidentally shot by his own troops. 

 

 May 10 1864 – Civil War:  Colonel Emory Upton leads a 10–regiment 'Attack–in–depth' assault 

against the Confederate works at The Battle of Spotsylvania, which, though ultimately unsuccessful, 

would provide the idea for the massive assault against the Bloody Angle on May 12. Upton, although 

slightly wounded, is immediately promoted to Brigadier general. 

 

 May 10 1865 – Civil War:  Jefferson Davis, president of the fallen Confederate government, is 

captured with his wife Varina and entourage near Irwinville, Georgia, by a detachment of Union 

General James H. Wilson’s cavalry.  Imprisoned for two years at Fort Monroe, Virginia, Davis was 

indicted for treason, but was never tried–the federal government feared that Davis would be able prove 

to a jury that the Southern secession of 1860 to 1861 was legal. Varina worked determinedly to secure 

his freedom, and in May 1867 Jefferson Davis was released on bail, with several wealthy Northerners 

helping him pay for his freedom. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fort_Ticonderoga_1775.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USSUnitedStates1797.jpg
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 May 10 1865 – Civil War:  In Kentucky, Union soldiers ambush and mortally wound Confederate 

raider William Quantrill, who lingers until his death on June 6. 

 

 May 10 1940 – WW2:  Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty, is called to replace Neville 

Chamberlain as British prime minister following the latter’s resignation after losing a confidence vote 

in the House of Commons. In 1938, Prime Minister Chamberlain signed the Munich Pact with Nazi 

leader Adolf Hitler, giving Czechoslovakia over to German conquest but bringing, as Chamberlain 

promised, “peace in our time.” In September 1939, that peace was shattered by Hitler’s invasion of 

Poland. Chamberlain declared war against Germany but during the next eight months showed himself 

to be ill-equipped for the daunting task of saving Europe from Nazi conquest. 
 

 
 

 May 10 1940 – WW2:  Hitler begins his Western offensive with the radio code word “Danzig,” sending 

his forces into Holland and Belgium. As British and French Allied forces attempted to meet the 136 

German divisions breaking into Holland and Belgium on the ground, 2,500 German aircraft proceeded 

to bomb airfields in Belgium, Holland, France, and Luxembourg, and 16,000 German airborne troops 

parachuted into Rotterdam, Leiden, and The Hague. A hundred more German troops, employing air 

gliders, landed and seized the Belgian bridges across the Albert Canal. The Dutch army was defeated 

in five days. One day after the invasion of Belgium, the garrison at Fort Eben-Emael surrendered, 

outmanned and outgunned by the Germans. 

 

 May 10 1941 – WW2: As German bombs dropped on London in a spring “blitz,” Rudolf Hess 

parachuted into Scotland, hoping to negotiate peace with Britain, in the person of the Duke of Hamilton, 

whom Hess claimed to have met at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. Such a peace would have prevented 

Germany from fighting on two fronts and greatly increased Hess’s own prestige within the Nazi regime.  
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He did, in fact, find peace—in the Tower of London, where the British imprisoned him, the last man 

ever to be held there under lock and key. 
 

 
 

 May 10 1946 – Cold War:  First successful launch of an American V–2 rocket at White Sands Proving 

Ground. 
 

 
 

 May 10 1960 – U.S. Navy:  The nuclear submarine USS Triton completes Operation Sandblast, the 

first underwater circumnavigation of the earth. 
 

 
USS Triton 

 

 May 10 1969 – Vietnam War:  The Battle of Dong Ap Bia begins with an assault on Hill 937. It will 

ultimately become known as Hamburger Hill. 

 

 May 10 1969 – Vietnam War:  Operation Apache Snow - The U.S. 9th Marine Regiment and the 3rd 

Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division, along with South Vietnamese forces, commence the Operation 

in the A Shau Valley in western Thua Thien Province. The purpose of the operation was to cut off the 

North Vietnamese and prevent them from mounting an attack on the coastal provinces. 
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 May 10 1972 – Vietnam War:  President Richard Nixon’s decision to mine North Vietnamese harbors 

is condemned by the Soviet Union, China, and their Eastern European allies, and receives only 

lukewarm support from Western Europe. The mining was meant to halt the massive North Vietnamese 

invasion of South Vietnam that had begun on March 30. 

 

 May 10 1990 – Cold War:  The government of the People’s Republic of China announces that it is 

releasing 211 people arrested during the massive protests held in Tiananmen Square in Beijing in June 

1989. Most observers viewed the prisoner release as an attempt by the communist government of China 

to dispel much of the terrible publicity it received for its brutal suppression of the 1989 protests. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 11 1776 – American Revolution:  In a letter addressed to the president of Congress, American 

General George Washington recommends raising companies of German-Americans to use against the 

German mercenaries anticipated to fight for Britain. Washington hoped this would engender a spirit of 

disaffection and desertion among Britain’s paid soldiers. 

 

 May 11 1846 – Mexican*American War:  President James K. Polk asked for and received a 

Declaration of War against Mexico, starting the Mexican–American War. 
 

 
 

 May 11 1862 - Civil War:  The ironclad CSS Virginia is scuttled in the James River northwest of 

Norfolk, Virginia. 
 

 
CSS Virginia 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CSSVirginia1862.2.ws.jpg
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 May 11 1864 – Civil War:   A dismounted Union trooper fatally wounds J.E.B. Stuart, one of the most 

colorful generals of the South, at the Battle of Yellow Tavern, just six miles north of Richmond, 

Virginia. The 31-year-old Stuart died the next day. The death of Stuart was a serious blow to Lee. He 

was a great cavalry leader, and his leadership was part of the reason the Confederates had a superior 

cavalry force in Virginia during most of the war. Yet Stuart was not without his faults: He had been 

surprised by a Union attack at the Battle of Brandy Station in 1863, and failed to provide Lee with 

crucial information at Gettysburg. Stuart’s death, like Stonewall Jackson’s the year before, seriously 

affected Lee’s operations. 
 

 

 May 11 1898 – Spanish*American War:  Marines and Sailors from USS Marblehead (C 11) and USS 

Nashville (PG 7) cut the trans-oceanic cable near Cienfuegos, Cuba, isolating Cuba from Spain. For 

heroism during this action, 54 Marines and Sailors received the Medal of Honor. 

 

 May 11 1919 – WW1:  During the second week of May 1919, the recently arrived German delegation 

to the Versailles Peace Conference, convened in Paris after the end of the First World War, pore over 

their copies of the Treaty of Versailles, drawn up in the months preceding by representatives of their 

victorious enemies, and prepare to lodge their objections to what they considered to be unfairly harsh 

treatment. The Versailles Treaty was signed on June 28, 1919. Meanwhile, opposition to the treaty and 

its Article 231, seen as a symbol of the injustice and harshness of the whole document, festered within 

Germany. As the years passed, full-blown hatred slowly settled into a smoldering resentment of the 

treaty and its authors, a resentment that would, two decades later, be counted—to an arguable extent—

among the causes of the Second World War. 

 

 May 11 1943 – WW2:  American troops invade Attu Island in the Aleutian Islands in an attempt to 

expel occupying Japanese forces. 

 

 May 11 1944 – WW2:  The Allies start a major offensive against the Axis Powers on the Gustav Line.  

The Gustav Line represented a stubborn German defense, built by Field Marshal Albert Kesselring, 

that had to be broken before the Italian capital could be taken; the attack on the line was also part of a 

larger plan to force the Germans to commit as many troops to Italy as possible in order to make way 

for an Allied cross-Channel assault—what would become D-Day. 
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Field Marshal Albert Kesselring 

 

 May 11 1945 – WW2:  Off the coast of Okinawa, the aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill, is hit by two 

kamikazes, killing 346 of her crew. Although badly damaged, the ship is able to return to the U.S. under 

her own power. 
 

 
 

 May 11 1961 – Vietnam War:  President Kennedy approves sending 400 Special Forces troops and 

100 other U.S. military advisers to South Vietnam. On the same day, he orders the start of clandestine 

warfare against North Vietnam to be conducted by South Vietnamese agents under the direction and 

training of the CIA and U.S. Special Forces troops. Kennedy’s orders also called for South Vietnamese 

forces to infiltrate Laos to locate and disrupt communist bases and supply lines there. 

 

 May 11 1969 – Vietnam War:  U.S. and South Vietnamese forces battle North Vietnamese troops for 

Ap Bia Mountain (Hill 937), one mile east of the Laotian border. The battle was part of Operation 

Apache Snow, a 2,800-man Allied sweep of the A Shau Valley. The purpose of the operation was to 

cut off North Vietnamese infiltration from Laos and enemy threats to Hue and Da Nang. U.S. 

paratroopers pushing northeast found the communist forces entrenched on Ap Bia Mountain. In fierce 

fighting directed by Maj. Gen. Melvin Zais, the mountain came under heavy Allied air strikes, artillery 

barrages, and 10 infantry assaults. The communist stronghold was captured on May 20 in the 11th 

attack, when 1,000 troops of the 101st Airborne Division and 400 South Vietnamese soldiers fought 

their way to the summit of the mountain. 

 

 May 11 1988 – Cold War:  Kim Philby, a former British Secret Intelligence Service officer and double 

agent for the Soviet Union, dies in Moscow at the age of 76. Philby was perhaps the most famous of a 

group of British government officials who served as Russian spies from the 1930s to the 1950s. 
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Portrait taken from a 1990 Soviet stamp 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 12 1780 – American Revolution:  After a siege that began on April 2, 1780, Americans suffer 

their worst defeat of the revolution on this day in 1780, with the unconditional surrender of Major 

General Benjamin Lincoln to British Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton and his army of 10,000 at 

Charleston, South Carolina. 
 

 
Major General Benjamin Lincoln 

 

 May 12 1863 – Civil War:  Battle of Raymond: two divisions of James B. McPherson's XVII Corps 

(ACW) turn the left wing of Confederate General John C. Pemberton's defensive line on Fourteen Mile 

Creek, opening up the interior of Mississippi to the Union Army during the Vicksburg Campaign. 

 

 May 12 1864 – Civil War:  Battle of Spotsylvania Court House - Close-range firing and hand-to-hand 

combat at result in one of the most brutal battles of the Civil War. After the Battle of the Wilderness 

(May 5-6), Generals Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee raced respective Union and Confederate forces 

southward. Grant aimed his army a dozen miles southeast of the Wilderness, toward the critical 

crossroads of Spotsylvania Court House. Sensing Grant’s plan, Lee sent part of his army on a furious 

night march to secure the road junction before the Union soldiers got there. The Confederates soon 

constructed a five-mile long system of entrenchments in the shape of an inverted U. Around the Bloody 

Angle, the dead lay five deep, and bodies had to be moved from the trenches to make room for the 

living. The action around Spotsylvania shocked even the grizzled veterans of the two great armies. Said 

one officer, “I never expect to be fully believed when I tell what I saw of the horrors of Spotsylvania.” 

And yet the battle was not done; the armies slugged it out for another week 
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 May 12 1865 – Civil War:  The Battle of Palmito Ranch - The first day of the last major land action 

to take place during the Civil War, resulting in a Confederate victory. 

 

 May 12 1918 – WWI:  The rulers of Germany and Austria-Hungary, Kaiser Wilhelm II and Emperor 

Karl I, meet to sign an agreement pledging their mutual allegiance and determining to share the 

economic benefits from their relationship with the newly independent state of Ukraine, one of the most 

fertile and prosperous regions of the former Russian Empire. 

 

 May 12 1941 – WW2:  Adolf Hitler sends two bombers to Iraq to support Rashid Ali al-Gailani in his 

revolt against Britain, which is trying to enforce a previously agreed upon Anglo-Iraqi alliance.  By the 

end of the month, Iraq had surrendered, and Britain re-established the terms of the original 1930 

cooperation pact. A pro-British government formed, with a cabinet led by former Prime Minister Said. 

Iraq went on to become a valuable resource for British and American forces in the region and in January 

1942 became the first independent Muslim state to declare war on the Axis powers. 

 

 May 12 1949 – Cold War:  An early crisis of the Cold War comes to an end when the Soviet Union 

lifts its 11-month blockade against West Berlin. The blockade had been broken by a massive U.S.-

British airlift of vital supplies to West Berlin’s two million citizens. 

 

 May 12 1961 – Vietnam War:  Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson meets with South Vietnamese 

President Ngo Dinh Diem in Saigon during his tour of Asian countries. Calling Diem the “Churchill of 

Asia,” he encouraged the South Vietnamese president to view himself as indispensable to the United 

States and promised additional military aid to assist his government in fighting the communists. On his 

return home, Johnson echoed domino theorists, saying that the loss of Vietnam would compel the 

United States to fight “on the beaches of Waikiki” and eventually on “our own shores.” With the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy in November 1963, Johnson became president and inherited 

a deteriorating situation in South Vietnam. Over time, he escalated the war, ultimately committing more 

than 500,000 U.S. troops to Vietnam. 

 

 May 12 1962 – U.S. Army:  After one unsuccessful attempt to run as a Republican for the US 

presidency, Douglas MacArthur spent his last years in New York apart from one visit to the Philippines 

in 1961 where he was decorated with the Philippine Legion of Honor. In May 1962 at West Point, when 

receiving the Sylvanus Thayer Award, he delivered his famous 'Duty, Honor, Country' valedictory 

speech. On 5 April 1964 he died in Washington, survived by his wife (who died in 2000 at the age of 

101) and was buried in his mother's birthplace-Norfolk, Virginia. DC. To date MacArthur and his father 

remain as one of only two father-son combinations both to have received the Congressional Medal of 

Honor. 

 

 May 12 1971 – Vietnam War:  The first major battle of Operation Lam Son 720 takes place as North 

Vietnamese forces hit the same South Vietnamese 500-man marine battalion twice in one day. Each 

time, the communists were pushed back after heavy fighting. Earlier, the South Vietnamese reportedly 

destroyed a North Vietnamese base camp and arms production facility in the A Shau Valley. On May 

19, in a six-hour battle, South Vietnamese troops engaged the communists. Three Allied helicopters 

and a reconnaissance plane were downed by enemy ground fire. The fighting, air strikes, and artillery 
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fire continued in the A Shau Valley through May 23; the South Vietnamese claimed the capture of more 

communist bunker networks and the destruction of large amounts of supplies and ammunition. 

 

 May 12 1975 – Cold War:  The American freighter Mayaguez is captured by communist government 

forces in Cambodia, setting off an international incident. The U.S. response to the affair indicated that 

the wounds of the Vietnam War still ran deep. 
 

 
 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 13 1846 – Mexican*American War:  The U.S. Congress overwhelmingly votes in favor of 

President James K. Polk’s request to declare war on Mexico in a dispute over Texas. Under the threat 

of war, the United States had refrained from annexing Texas after the latter won independence from 

Mexico in 1836. But in 1844, President John Tyler restarted negotiations with the Republic of Texas, 

culminating with a Treaty of Annexation. The treaty was defeated by a wide margin in the Senate 

because it would upset the slave state/free state balance between North and South and risked war with 

Mexico, which had broken off relations with the United States. But shortly before leaving office and 

with the support of President-elect Polk, Tyler managed to get the joint resolution passed on March 1, 

1845. Texas was admitted to the union on December 29. After nearly two years of fighting, peace was 

established by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, signed on February 2, 1848. The Rio Grande was 

made the southern boundary of Texas, and California and New Mexico were ceded to the United States. 

In return, the United States paid Mexico the sum of $15 million and agreed to settle all claims of U.S. 

citizens against Mexico. 

 

 May 13 1861 – Civil War:  Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom issues a "proclamation of 

neutrality" which recognizes the breakaway states as having belligerent rights. 

 

 May 13 1863 – Civil War:  Union General Ulysses S. Grant advances toward the Mississippi capital 

of Jackson during his bold and daring drive to take Vicksburg, the last Confederate stronghold on the 

Mississippi River. In April, Grant had moved his troops down the Mississippi River and around the 

Vicksburg defenses, landing south of the city before moving east into the interior of Mississippi. He 

intended to approach Vicksburg from the east to avoid the strong Confederate defenses on the 

riverfront. 
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 May 13 1864 – Civil War:  Battle of Resaca - The 3 day  battle begins with Union General Sherman 

fighting toward Atlanta, Georgia. 

 

 May 13 1865 – Civil War:  Battle of Palmito Ranch - in far south Texas, more than a month after 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee's surrender, the last land battle of the Civil War ends with a 

Confederate victor.  Casualties and losses: US 117 - CSA 9. 

 

 May 13 1940 – WW2:  As Winston Churchill takes the helm as Great Britain’s new prime minister, 

he assures Parliament that his new policy will consist of nothing less than “to wage war, by sea, land 

and air, with all our might and with all the strength that God can give us; to wage war against a 

monstrous tyranny, never surpassed in the dark, lamentable catalogue of human crime.” Emphasizing 

that Britain’s aim was simply “victory, victory at all costs, victory in spite of terror, victory however 

long and hard the road may be.” That very evening, Churchill was informed that Britain would need 60 

fighter squadrons to defend British soil against German attack. It had 39. 

 

 May 13 1945 – WW2:  US troops conquer Dakeshi Okinawa. 

 

 May 13 1958 – Cold War:  During a goodwill trip through Latin America, Vice President Richard 

Nixon’s car is attacked by an angry crowd and nearly overturned while traveling through Caracas, 

Venezuela. The incident was the dramatic highlight of trip characterized by Latin American anger over 

some of America’s Cold War policies. 

 

 May 13 1971 – Vietnam War:  Still deadlocked, the Vietnam peace talks in Paris enter their fourth 

year. The talks had begun with much fanfare in May 1968, but almost immediately were plagued by 

procedural questions that impeded any meaningful progress. Even the seating arrangement was 

disputed: South Vietnamese Premier Nguyen Cao Ky refused to consent to any permanent seating plan 

that would appear to place the National Liberation Front (NLF) on an equal footing with Saigon. North 

Vietnam and the NLF likewise balked at any arrangement that would effectively recognize the Saigon 

as the legitimate government of South Vietnam. After much argument and debate, chief U.S. negotiator 

W. Averell Harriman proposed an arrangement whereby NLF representatives could join the North 

Vietnamese team but without having to be acknowledged by Saigon’s delegates; similarly, South 

Vietnamese negotiators could sit with their American allies without having to be acknowledged by the 

North Vietnamese and the NLF representatives. Such seemingly insignificant matters became fodder 

for many arguments between the delegations at the negotiations and nothing meaningful came from 

this particular round of the ongoing peace negotiations. 
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 May 13 1972 – Vietnam War:  Seventeen U.S. helicopters land 1,000 South Vietnamese marines and 

their six U.S. advisors behind North Vietnamese lines southeast of Quang Tri City in the first South 

Vietnamese counterattack since the beginning of the communist Nguyen Hue Offensive. The marines 

reportedly killed more than 300 North Vietnamese before returning to South Vietnamese-controlled 

territory the next day. Farther to the south, North Vietnamese tanks and troops continued their attacks 

in the Kontum area. 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 14 1787 – American Revolution:  Delegates to the Constitutional Convention begin to assemble 

in Philadelphia to confront a daunting task: the peaceful overthrow of the new American government 

as defined by the Article of Confederation. Although the convention was originally supposed to begin 

on May 14, James Madison reported that a small number only had assembled. Meetings had to be 

pushed back until May 25, when a sufficient quorum of the participating states—Massachusetts, New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia—

had arrived. 

 

 May 14 1863 – Civil War:  The Battle of Jackson takes place. Casualties and losses: US 286 - CSA 

850. 
 

 
 

 May 14 1864 – Civil War:  Union and Confederate troops clash at Resaca, Georgia. This was one of 

the first engagements in a summer-long campaign by Union General William T. Sherman to capture 

the Confederate city of Atlanta. The spring of 1864 saw a determined effort by the Union to win the 

war through major offensives in both the eastern and western theaters. In the east, Union General 

Ulysses S. Grant took on Confederate General Robert E. Lee, while Sherman applied pressure on the 

Army of the Tennessee, under General Joseph Johnston, in the west. 

 

 May 14 1916 – WWI:  A lead article in the Times of London proclaims that an insufficiency of 

munitions is leading to defeat for Britain on the battlefields of World War I. The article sparked a 

genuine crisis on the home front, forcing the Liberal government to give way to a coalition and 

prompting the creation of a Ministry of Munitions. 
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 May 14 1943 – WW2:  Operation Pointblank - U.S. and Great Britain chiefs of staff, meeting in 

Washington, D.C., approve and plot out a joint bombing offensive to be mounted from British airbases.  

The Operation’s aim was grandiose and comprehensive: “The progressive destruction and dislocation 

of the German military and economic system, and the undermining of the morale of the German 

people.” It was also intended to set up “final combined operations on the continent.” In other words, it 

was intended to set the stage for one fatal blow that would bring Germany to its knees 

 

 May 14 1943 – WW2:  Australian Hospital Ship (AHS) Centaur(I) was attacked and sunk by the 

Japanese submarine I-177 off the coast of Queensland, Australia. Attacking a hospital ship was 

considered a war crime under the 1907 Hague Convention.  Of the 332 medical personnel and civilian 

crew aboard, 268 died, including 11 of the 12 nurses present. 
 

 

 May 14 1955 – Cold War:  The Soviet Union and seven of its European satellites sign a treaty 

establishing the Warsaw Pact, a mutual defense organization that put the Soviets in command of the 

armed forces of the member states. 

 

 May 14 1969 – Vietnam War:  In his first full-length report to the American people concerning the 

Vietnam War, President Nixon responds to the 10-point plan offered by the National Liberation Front 

at the 16th plenary session of the Paris talks on May 8. The NLF’s 10-point program for an “overall 

solution” to the war included an unconditional withdrawal of United States and Allied troops from 

Vietnam; the establishment of a coalition government and the holding of free elections; the demand 

that the South Vietnamese settle their own affairs “without foreign interference”; and the eventual 

reunification of North and South Vietnam. 

 

 May 14 1970 – Vietnam War:  Allied military officials announce that 863 South Vietnamese were 

killed from May 3 to 9. This was the second highest weekly death toll of the war to date for the South 

Vietnamese forces. These numbers reflected the changing nature of the war as U.S. forces continued to 

withdraw and the burden of the fighting was shifted to the South Vietnamese as part of Nixon’s 

“Vietnamization” of the war effort. 

 

 May 14 2005 – U.S. Navy:  The former USS America, a decommissioned supercarrier of the United 

States Navy, is deliberately sunk in the Atlantic Ocean after four weeks of live–fire exercises. She is 

the largest ship ever to be disposed of as a target in a military exercise. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AHS_Centaur_1944.jpg
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USS America 24 April 1983 

 

-o-o-O-o-o- 

 

 May 15 1776 - American Revolution:  The Virginia Convention instructs its Continental Congress 

delegation to propose a resolution of independence from Great Britain, paving the way for the United 

States Declaration of Independence. 

 

 May 15 1781 - American Revolution:  A 352-man-strong Loyalist force commanded by Major 

Andrew Maxwell surrenders a fortified frame building, named Fort Granby, to a Patriot force in South 

Carolina. 

 

 May 15 1850 – Indian Wars:  The Bloody Island Massacre takes place in Lake County, California, in 

which a large number of Pomo Indians in Lake County are slaughtered by a regiment of the United 

States Cavalry, led by Nathaniel Lyon. 

 

 May 15 1864 – Civil War:  Battle of Resaca, Georgia ends. Casualties and losses: US ~4500 - CSA 

2800. 

 

 May 15 1864 – Civil War:  Battle of New Market, Virginia – In a small engagement fought near this 

central Shenandoah Valley town, a Union force composed of about 10,000 men from a variety of states 

is opposed by a smaller Confederate force made up primarily of Virginians. Among the troops on the 

southern side are cadets from the Virginia Military Institute. During the climax of the battle, these boys, 

ages 12 to 16, charge across an open field, taking casualties but capturing a battery of guns on a 

commanding hill. Ten cadets are killed and 50 are wounded. Though the battle would end in a 

Confederate victory, in the long run, it would prove to be futile due to the overwhelming numbers of 

Union forces which would quickly regroup and advance again down the Valley, burning fields and 

barns as they moved. 
 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USS_America_CVA-66.jpg
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 May 15 1916 – WWI:  The Austrian army launches a major offensive operation against their Italian 

enemies on the Trentino front, in northern Italy. After considering their options carefully, and weighing 

offers from both sides, Italy had accepted considerable promises of post-war territory from the Allies 

and declared war on Austria-Hungary (but not on Germany) on May 23, 1915. This opened up a new 

front in World War I, stretching 600 kilometers—most of them mountainous—along Italy’s much-

contested border with Austria-Hungary in the Trentino region. Upon declaring war, the relatively ill-

equipped Italian army immediately advanced into the South Tyrol region and to the Isonzo River, where 

Austro-Hungarian troops met them with a stiff defense. The snowy and treacherous terrain made the 

region poorly suited for offensive operations, and after several quick Italian successes, combat settled 

into a stalemate. 

 

 May 15 1940 – WW2:  After fierce fighting, the poorly trained and equipped Dutch troops surrender 

to Germany, marking the beginning of five years of occupation. 

 

 May 15 1941 – WW2:  The jet-propelled Gloster-Whittle E 28/39 aircraft flies successfully over 

Cranwell, England, in the first test of an Allied aircraft using jet propulsion. The aircraft’s turbojet 

engine, which produced a powerful thrust of hot air, was devised by Frank Whittle, an English aviation 

engineer and pilot generally regarded as the father of the jet engine. 
 

 
 

 May 15 1942 – WW2:  Lieutenant Ronald Reagan, a cavalry officer, applies for reassignment to the 

Army Air Force, where he would eventually put his thespian background to use on World War II 

propaganda films. The transfer was approved on June 9, 1942, and Reagan was given a job as a public 

relations officer for the First Motion Picture Unit. The First Motion Picture Unit (FMPU)–its acronym 

was pronounced fum-poo–produced military training, morale and propaganda films to aid the war 

effort. 
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 May 15 1942 – WW2:  Gasoline rationing began in 17 Eastern states as an attempt to help the American 

war effort. By the end of the year, President Franklin D. Roosevelt had ensured that mandatory gasoline 

rationing was in effect in all 50 states. 

 

 May 15 1942 – WW2:  In the United States, a bill creating the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps is 

signed into law.  The WAACs gained official status and salary—but still not all the benefits accorded 

to men. Thousands of women enlisted in light of this new legislation, and in July 1942, the “auxiliary” 

was dropped from the name, and the Women’s Army Corps, or WACs, received full Army benefits in 

keeping with their male counterparts. They performed a wide variety of jobs, “releasing a man for 

combat,” as the Army, sensitive to public misgivings about women in the military, touted. But those 

jobs ranged from clerk to radio operator, electrician to air-traffic controller. Women served in virtually 

every theater of engagement, from North Africa to Asia. 

 

 May 15 1945 – WW2:  The Battle of Poljana, the final skirmish in Europe is fought near Prevalje, 

Slovenia. Casualties and losses: Axis 600 – Allies 100. 

 

 May 15 1962 – Vietnam War:  US marines arrive in Laos. 

 

 May 15 1967 – Vietnam War:   U.S. forces just south of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) come under 

heavy fire as Marine positions between Dong Ha and Con Thien are pounded by North Vietnamese 

artillery. At the same time, more than 100 Americans were killed or wounded during heavy fighting 

along the DMZ. On May 17 and 18, the Con Thien base was shelled heavily. Dong Ha, Gio Linh, Cam 

Lo, and Camp Carroll were also bombarded. On May 18, a force of 5,500 U.S. and South Vietnamese 

troops invaded the southeastern section of the DMZ to smash a communist build up in the area and to 

deny the use of the zone as an infiltration route into South Vietnam. On May 19, the U.S. State 

Department said the offensive in the DMZ was “purely a defensive measure” against a “considerable 

buildup of North Vietnam troops.” The North Vietnamese government on May 21 called the invasion 

of the zone “a brazen provocation” that “abolished the buffer character of the DMZ as provided by the 

Geneva agreements.” 

 

 May 15 1972 – Japan:  The U.S. Army Ryukyu Islands (Okinawa) reverted to the full control of Japan 

but the U.S retained its rights to nuclear free bases. 
 

 
HQ Building & U.S. Army hospital 

 

 May 15 1988 - Soviet war in Afghanistan:  More than eight years after they intervened in Afghanistan 

to support the procommunist government, Soviet troops begin their withdrawal. The event marked the 

beginning of the end to a long, bloody, and fruitless Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. 



68 
 

 

 May 15 1997 – Laos:  The United States government acknowledges the existence of the "Secret War" 

in Laos and dedicates the Laos Memorial in honor of Hmong and other "Secret War" veterans. 

 

 
Laos Memorial in Fresno CA 

 

[Source:  http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history & https://www.historycentral.com | April 2019 ++] 
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